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Jesus said to his disciples, 
"Come, follow me and I will 
make you fishers of men." 
Things are not always what they 
seem to be. I once heard a story 
a b o u t a near-sighted whale who fell 
in love with a submarine. He fol-
lowed the submar ine everywhere it 
went , and every t ime the sub fired a 
torpedo, the whale proudly passed 
out cigars. 
It is also possible for a church to 
be growing wi thout new births tak-
ing place. All it takes is a steady 
s t ream of " t ransplants ," Christians 
going f r o m one church to another 
fo r var ious reasons. N o w that isn't 
always a bad thing, but it is not a 
good thing if that is the only way 
growth is taking place. The ideal 
might be where new births are hap-
pening because Christ ians are wit-
nessing and being used by the Spirit 
to br ing people to new life. Other 
Christ ians will be at tracted by that 
kind of church , and they will come 
because they hear or see the devel-
opmen t of a s trong and mature body 
t h r o u g h teaching and fellowship. 
Both new births and discipleship 
need to be happening in a church. It 
is not enough to see people reborn, 
and then leave the spiritual infant to 
die f r o m starvation or over-expo-
sure to a hostile environment; 
but neither is it enough only 
to be doing good in 
creating programs in the church 
without seeing new people come to 
faith. 
Because our church is committed 
to a ministry of edification . . . and 
because many of our ministries are 
directed toward believers . . . and 
because we are in such a traditional 
Christian communi ty , we must con-
stantly remind ourselves of Jesus ' 
calling to his disciples, "Come, fol-
low me, and I will make you fishers 
of men . " And we need to keep in 
touch with the real world so we stay 
aware of the need that people have 
for Jesus Christ to be Savior and 
Lord. 
The Brethren in Christ are a m o n g 
the m a n y Chr i s t i an g roups who 
identify with the term "evangelical." 
The evangelical movement emerged 
f r o m the narrower "fundamental is t" 
camp in order to accommoda te the 
gospel message to the needs of a 
modern world. Sin is no longer a 
simple list of things categorized in a 
world where everything is either 
right or wrong. 
We have broadened and become 
at least somewhat reputable in the 
world a round us. We have turned 
f r o m harsh j u d g m e n t a l a t t i tudes 
which can sound like 20th century 
Pharisaism. We seek to be charitable 
and accepting, eager to portray the 
love of our Lord. And to that end it 
is good. 
But I a m concerned that in our 
accommodat ion, the reaction against 
the exclusiveness of our past may 
include a depar ture f r o m some good 
things. This is the "throwing the 
baby out with the bath water" syn-
drome. That is something to keep in 
mind as we consider our own iden-
tity. I am glad the Brethren in Christ 
Church tries to be sensitive to a 
changing world, but I am also con-
cerned that we not lose sight of the 
obedience which prompted our begin-
ning and marked our people for so 
many years. 
My concern here is that we not 
lose the conviction of absolutes just 
because a sophisticated world, caught 
up in a changing philosophical wind, 
considers something narrow or even 
"medieval ." One is considered out of 
step today to think of people as 
"lost." Somehow, that has become 
judgmental . I wonder sometimes if 
the word "saved" is now passe, even 
in the church. Could it be we left 
those crucial things behind? If we 
lose touch with lostness, we lose who 
we are. 
Here is the issue: On the one hand, 
can we take a stand on principle 
without being legalistic and self-
righteous? On the other hand, can 
we recognize our own sin and falli-
bility without collapsing into a weak-
kneed tolerance of anything and 
everything? If we are not careful, a 
quest for righteousness can alienate 
people who need us, but the opposite 
reaction of funct ioning as a public 
relations machine that pats everyone 




by David L. Hall 
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Evangelical Visitor 
So this call comes f r o m Jesus to 
his disciples: "Fol low me, and I will 
make you fishers of men." Of course, 
that is the context of other things 
which come f r o m Jesus; we need a 
total picture so wel l not be too hard 
or too soft. 
M a n y people think of a one-sided 
Jesus. He is stereotyped as always 
talking about love (whatever that is 
to our world) and patt ing little chil-
dren on the head. The token hymn 
fo r such a view might be "Gentle 
Jesus, Meek And Mild ." And there 
is no th ing wrong with that , as long 
as it is not the total picture. Jesus 
was not sent to earth by a universal 
Fa ther of all humank ind to give a 
message that says "I 'm O.K.—you're 
O .K . " Jesus said some hard things, 
and they are things today's society 
ridicules or ignores altogether. 
Jesus said exclusive things: "Enter 
th rough the na r row gate. For wide is 
the gate and broad is the road tha t 
leads to destruct ion, and many enter 
t h rough it. But small is the gate and 
na r row the road that leads to life, 
a n d on ly a f ew f ind i t " ( M a t t . 
7:13-14). 
"Not everyone who says to me, 
'Lord , Lord , ' will enter the kingdom 
of heaven, but only he who does the 
will of my Fa the r who is in heaven" 
(Mat t . 7:21). 
"Whoever acknowledges me before 
men, I will also acknowledge him 
before my Fa the r in heaven. But 
whoever disowns me before men, I 
will d isown him before my Father in 
heaven" (Mat t . 10:32-33). 
Jesus said harsh things. T o those 
talking of following him, he said: 
"Fol low me, and let the dead bury 
their own d e a d " (Mat t . 8:22). 
" D o not suppose that I have come 
to br ing peace to the earth. I did not 
come to bring peace, but a sword. 
F o r I have come to tu rn a m a n 
against his father , a daughter against 
her mother, a daughter-in-law against 
her mother-in-law, a man 's enemies 
will be the members of his own 
household" (Mat t . 10:34-36). 
Jesus told parables that spoke of 
j u d g m e n t a n d sepa ra t ion ( M a t t . 
13:24-30; 22:1-14; 25:1-13). He used 
less-than-kind words, like "fools," 
"bl ind hypocr i tes , " "whi tewashed 
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t o m b s , " " s n a k e s " f o r those w h o 
claimed to be God's people, and yet 
did not act righteously day after day 
(Mat t . 23). 
Jesus is presented as bo th Savior 
and Judge . It is in love that we are 
given the choice as to which it will 
be. Jesus ' anguish over personal 
choice is illustrated by his words to 
the people of Jerusalem: "O Jeru-
salem, Jerusalem, you who kill the 
prophe ts and stone those sent to 
you, how often I have longed to 
gather your children together, as a 
hen gathers her chicks under her 
wings, but you were not willing" 
(Mat t . 23:37). But his love did not 
prevent the effect of the decision; he 
foretold God's j udgmen t—"Look , 
your house is left to you desolate." 
Because Jesus did come to seek 
and save the lost—and because lost 
people are a reality—Jesus also called 
his disciples to be fishers of men. 
This means we must mainta in the 
proper tension between God's love 
as shown in Christ and God's judg-
ment , which is promised for all those 
who reject his love. 
But do we live out of this tension? 
I've been convicted in my own life of 
how infrequently I view people f r o m 
the s tandpoint of a "fisher of men." 
And I have wrestled with why. Is it 
because I have succumbed to a 
pseudo-Chris t ian spirit that is afraid 
to pass j u d g m e n t on sin tha t is evi-
dent in people's lives? Have I enjoyed 
the security of a Christian communi -
ty for so long tha t I have forgot ten 
the reality of "lostness"? 
As I have thought on these things, 
I have gone to Paul 's version of 
being a fisher of men. It is in 2 Corin-
thians 5:14-21. Here are the words of 
someone who kept judgment , love, 
and witness all in perspective. He 
admits the need—and the fac t—that 
Jesus died for all. And knowing 
himself to be one of the "all" for 
w h o m J e s u s d ied , P a u l himself 
catches the vision for carrying on in 
God's purpose of reconciliation. 
There are several motivat ions that 
one might have for personally ac-
cepting a ministry of reconciliation. 
Tha t is Paul 's word for being a fisher 
of men; we might say "a committed 
witness." W h y should we witness? 
The call comes 
from Jesus to his 
disciples: 
"Follow me and I 
will make you 
fishers of men." 
Some people could conceivably 
witness for the purpose of self-glory. 
There are churches and people which 
make a big thing out of the numbers 
racket—"This Sunday we had 180 to 
come forward , which brings our 
total this year to 1253." I don ' t think 
that is a good motivat ion, but God 
uses all types of things to achieve his 
purposes (Phil. 1:15-18). 
Others may witness f r o m a sense 
of duty. This is the "the Bible says it, 
my church expects it, so I do i t" 
syndrome. Again, the word is going 
out and some are saved, but that can 
become a burden to those under it. 
Some try to operate out of a sense 
of urgency. In this category are those 
who liken our witnessing to a fire 
a larm. If your neighbor's house was 
on fire and you knew he was inside 
asleep, you would frantically try to 
warn him. Likewise, it is said the 
same motivat ion should constantly 
propel us to witness. I remember a 
high school fr iend of mine telling 
abou t coming out of a movie and 
finding Bob Jones students outside 
giving out tracts. One zealous wit-
ness chased my friend three blocks 
trying to warn him of going to hell. 
That is more than a little repelling to 
those on the receiving end, and it 
alienates more than it helps. 
Or a desire for witnessing can be 
strong within people because they 
are aware of other people's needs. 
You often see this in people who do 
social work out of a Christian con-
text. The job gets done, but any sen-
timentality (thinking, "oh, those poor 
people") can be projected as patron-
ization. Then the good news ends up 
causing resentment. 
The thing I see in Paul is the key to 
this whole matter . He wrote, "the 
love of Christ compels us." The 
Greek g rammar can be taken one of 
two ways: objectively, "our love for 
Christ," or subjectively, "Christ's love 
for us ." I know it's an exegetical cop-
out, but I want to opt for both. Here 
is a reciprocal love. Paul does not 
know of a knowledge of Jesus that 
does not lead to control by the love 
of Christ. T o know Christ 's love is to 
love him. 
Think for a moment of Paul as a 
fisher of men. Was it the desire for 
personal glory that helped him en-
dure the beatings? Was it his sense of 
duty that sent him into situations 
where his own life was at stake? Was 
it his knowledge of lost people that 
kept driving his spirit even while in 
prison? I say no; it was the over-
whelming sense he had of Jesus ' own 
love—and that caused him to love 
Jesus in return. 
Well, how do we grow to love 
Jesus more, so that we cannot help 
but be fishers of men? The obvious 
answer is to spend time with him. 
Think of courtship—spending time 
with that special person only in-
creases the desire to spend more 
t ime , so the e v e n t u a l r e su l t is 
marriage. 
I once talked with a young man 
about to be married. He spoke of his 
excitement, and said he wanted to 
tell everyone he met. He said he even 
invented ways to weave that choice 
informat ion into a conversation. He 
was full of an exciting love for his 
bride-to-be, and it bubbled over. 
This same young man made the 
application: "Wha t would my wit-
ness be if I maintained this level of 
felt love for my Lord?" Well, I know 
love is not just a feeling. There is a 
"commitment love" that goes beyond 
"feeling love." But my challenge to-
day is to consider the implications of 
Jesus ' call, "Fol low me, and I will 
make you fishers of men." 
Our Lord has put us here to be his 
witnesses. If your witness is silent, 
maybe you need to freshen your love 
relationship with Jesus. And if you 
do, he is waiting, ready to show you 
his love. That is the love we are here 
to share. 
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Challenge 
'91 
by Marlin Zook 
The church today is like Zac-
chaeus. It is rich, small, focuses 
primarily on its own maintenance 
and well being, and often hides f r o m 
the world. But when Zacchaeus met 
Jesus, he was changed. He gave half 
of his goods away, he made restitu-
tion. 
In America, 80 to 85 percent of 
the 375,000 churches are not grow-
ing. Things are either leveled out or 
are declining in size. Churches spend 
abou t 95 percent of all income on 
themselves, main ta in ing building, 
staff and programs. The older a 
church is, the more the emphasis is 
on maintenance. Most growth occurs 
in the first 5 years and very few 
churches grow beyond the level where 
they are when they are abou t 12 
years old. With these statistics it is 
easy to see why the story of Zac-
chaeus is so appropria te . 
This was the analogy used by Dr. 
Henry Schmidt in his opening mes-
sage at Challenge '91, the every-
fou r -yea r s event f o r Bre thren in 
Chr is t pas to rs and spouses. The 
event was held as usual on the Mes-
siah College campus , this year f r o m 
July 8-11, with 341 persons regis-
tered. Dr . Schmidt has been de-
scribed as a person whose life is 
guided by two passions: the conver-
sion of the world and the conversion 
Marlin Zook is senior pastor of the Pal-
myra (Pa.) Brethren in Christ Church. 
September 1991 
of the church. In addition to Schmidt 
lectures, there were times of worship 
by the brother-sister team of J o h n 
and Monique Tute. 
Each day started off with a praise/ 
worship time and then a presenta-
tion by our speaker. After a break, 
we met in "response g roups" where 
we could discuss the content of the 
lectures and talk about applying it in 
our own situations. The af ternoons 
were more varied. On Tuesday there 
was a time for persons f r o m each of 
the regional conferences to gather 
and interact. On Wednesday recrea-
t ional activities and tours were 
planned, while on Thursday there 
were various workshops. Then in the 
The challenge 
of Challenge'91 
was spoken to 
pastors and 
spouses, but it 
really is a 
message to the 
entire church. 
evening Dr. Schmidt spoke follow-
ing a time of worship and praise. 
After the session, there was an op-
portuni ty for activities (swimming, 
basketball , etc.) and informal fel-
lowship (the snack bar was open). 
Everyone seemed to find time to talk 
and visit even if it meant cutting 
sleep short. First things first, since 
pastors and spouses get together like 
this so seldom. 
But back to the message themes. 
The speaker did not leave Zacchaeus 
up the tree, separated f rom the world. 
Jesus came and called to him, and a 
transformation took place. The thrust 
of the remaining part of the first 
message and the following message 
was the fact that the church, no mat-
ter how old in terms of years, can 
have a fresh vision of God and 
become a life-changing force. 
The first message was entitled 
"Refocusing Our Mission." It focused 
on the what, why and how of vision 
in the church. All areas of church life 
should be Christ-centered, and all 
focused on making disciples and 
establishing Christ 's k ingdom in the 
world. Pastoral care, Christian edu-
cation, stewardship, and worship 
should all focus on mission to the 
world. 
Schmidt asked, is the church warm 
and caring? "You can't hatch eggs in 
a refr igerator ." In order to be heal-
ing agents in a broken world, he 
said, we must have (1) an under-
I 
standing of the culture and the world. 
People are searching for four basic 
things (individuality, community, 
meaning, and hope) growing out of 
four basic struggles (powerlessness, 
alienation / separation, meaningless, 
and hopelessness); (2) an understand-
ing of the church as a new communi-
ty, a product of God's grace, a fel-
lowship of the Spirit; and (3) an 
understanding of the message, "Jesus 
Christ is Lord." 
The remaining sessions dealt with 
models and strategies for carrying 
out the vision: "Healing Agents in a 
Broken Wor ld , " "Worship That 
Builds and Attracts," "The Church: 
Visitor Friendly and Inclusive," 
"Strategies for Reaching the Un-
churched," "Functioning as an Em-
powered Church." 
One of the aspects of Challenge 
'91 that seemed to me most signifi-
cant was God's timing of events in 
the life of the church. Challenge '91 
has been in the planning for several 
years, the theme set, and the speaker 
contacted and confirmed. Much 
more recently, the Board of Admin-
istration, in conjunction with the 
four church leaders and the bishops, 
set two goals for the brotherhood. 
These are: (1) for each congregation 
to develop a specific five year plan 
for evangelism; and (2) for each 
congregation to develop a plan to 
receive and equip persons to become 
obedient and responsible members. 
In addition to the different time 
schedules, the planning committee 
for Challenge '91 is a separate and 
independent group from the Board 
of Administration. Yet God used 
these two time schedules and two 
groups—operating independently— 
to have a retreat which actually 
became the "kick-off rally" for the 
denominational goals. 
The challenge of Challenge '91 
was spoken to Brethren in Christ 
pastors and spouses, but it really is a 
message to the church. Christ came 
to seek and to save those who are 
lost, to reconcile them to God. As his 
body, empowered by his Spirit, we 
can do nothing other than seek the 
lost and reconcile them to Christ. 
Challenge '91 
Henry Schmidt quotes... 
In reaching our world, the "What" of the gospel 
(message, motivation, and mission) is constant and 
unchanging. But the "How" of sharing the gospel 
(model, styles, strategies, methods) are constantly 
changing. 
Renewal must be personal and corporate to be 
genuine (our values, morals, and relationships must 
change), ideological and structural to be ongoing, 
and missional to be long-lasting. 
God has called the church to ministry. We have 
made distinctions that have taken the church away 
from ministry, such as "I can be a Christian without 
having a ministry." This is false. If I am a Christian, I 
am in ministry. I am both one and the other. 




Sunday / Monday through Saturday 
church building/everywhere God's people are 
committee-initiated / individually-initiated 
sacred / secular 
men/women 
All of these function together. To have integrity, 
these must all be involved. 
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"He died 
taking food to 
poor people 
When I first met Ryan Fiscus he 
did not strike me as a particularly 
wise person. As a matter-of-fact , he 
looked like anyth ing but a sage. Our 
pa ths crossed at RiverSide Stadium, 
home of the Harr isburg Senators , 
where I work part- t ime as a ticket 
seller. Ryan was a gangly thirteen 
year old. Last year's red baseball cap 
sat recklessly a top his m o p of hair, 
his b roken glasses were perched un-
evenly on the bridge of his nose, and 
he held a large fish net. I could not 
resist the oppor tuni ty to tease him. 
"You probably take a baseball 
glove fishing, don ' t you?" 
" H a , ha, it's for catching base-
bal ls . 1 got f o u r d u r i n g ba t t i ng 
practice." 
We exchanged jibes for a short 
time, and then fell into silence, focus-
ing on the game. A few moments 
later I overheard Ryan tell his pal, 
"Robe r to Clemente died in a plane 
crash taking food to poor people." 
My eyes perked up, my attention 
arrested. You see, Rober to Clemente 
Jay McDermond teaches at Messiah Col-
lege, has pastored the Nappanee Brethren in 
Christ Church (where, under the influence of 
Chuck and Dave Zercher, he flirted with the 
Chicago Cubs), and is a dyed-in-the-wool 
Pittsburgh Pirates fan. 
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was the man who piqued my interest 
in this game. Excitedly I asked Ryan 
and his friend, " D o you want to hear 
a great Rober to Clemente story?" 
"No. He died taking food to poor 
people,"came Ryan's terse reply, as if 
that was all one needed to know 
about the legend of the d iamond. 
Never mind his lifetime batt ing 
average was .317, and one season he 
batted .357 to lead the Nat ional 
League. Forget the eleven consecu-
tive Gold Gloves. So what if he was 
in twelve All Star Games? And most 
painful to me: who cares if he had 
one of the best a rms in baseball? 
That was my story I was going to 
share—as a boy, no older than Ryan, 
I saw that a rm in action. 
My Dad and I had third base box 
seats at Connie Mack Stadium for a 
Pirates and Phillies double header. 
In the second game, the Phillies had 
a man on third, with one out. The 
bat ter ripped a long, high fly ball to 
deep right. Like a cheetah, Clemente 
raced back to the warning track, and 
as the ball fell into his glove, the 
third base coach sent the runner 
home. Big mistake. Clemente liter-
ally threw a strike to the plate. By the 
time the runner arrived the catcher 
and the ball were there to greet him. 
The inning was over. Amazing! 
by J. E. McDermond 
Even more amazing was Ryan's 
att i tude. Imagine refusing to hear a 
true story like that , while insisting he 
knew the impor tant info: "He died 
taking food to poor people." Sure, 
December 31, 1972, was a sad day 
for me: a chi ldhood hero died airlift-
ing food and supplies to the earth-
quake victims in Nicaragua. Sadder 
still, I thought as I drove home, was 
the fact that today's kids did not 
want to hear stories about the great 
men of the game. 
I pondered Ryan's att i tude for 
three or four days. Then I saw the 
lesson. How should we be remem-
bered? Should we allow our God-
given talents to be vehicles of self-
promotion? Or should we be re-
membered for the way we treat 
others around us, thus giving glory 
to our Creator who taught us grace 
and compassion? 
I have answered the question for 
myself. I plan to buy a Clemente 
baseball card (I understand they are 
not cheap) and have it f ramed for my 
office. Clemente's personal statistics 
on the card's back will be sealed in 
the cus tom f rame, hidden f r o m wor-
shipping eyes. But underneath the 
card, for all to read, will be Ryan 
Fiscus' words, "He died taking food 





by Candice Longenecker 
The mother offour, Candice Longenecker 
is a member of Oak wood Christian Fellow-
ship, Colorado Springs, where her husband 
is the pastor. 
Deciding to adopt was the best 
decision Kevin and I ever made. We 
already had two naturally born chil-
dren of our own, ages 11 and 14. We 
just didn't feel our family was quite 
complete. 
We had been in the foster parent 
p rogram in California and had two 
boys in our home, but dealing with 
the parents of these boys was very 
difficult for us. 
When we moved to Colorado, we 
decided to check into the possibility 
of actually adopting. Because of the 
expense of private adopt ion, we 
c h e c k e d in to a p r o g r a m cal led 
"Fos te r -Adopt" through Social Ser-
vices in Colorado. In this program, 
85 percent of children actually can 
be adopted. God blessed us by giving 
us a baby girl only three months 
af ter we signed up. We picked up 
Sarah, our 4 lb. 4 oz. little girl, f r o m 
the hospital when she was 10 days 
old. Six months later we adopted 
Sarah for $85 court fees. Abou t a 
year later, Lonnie, a six-year-old 
f r o m a family of four boys whose 
mother was killed in a drug incident, 
came into our home. We have had 
Lonnie for two and a half years now, 
and we obtained legal guardianship 
of him just a few months ago. Lon-
nie wanted to keep his last name so 
we made the decision not to adopt . 
The issue I would like to address is 
the difference between adopt ing a 
baby versus adopt ing an older child. 
When we adopted our baby, it was 
like love at first sight. I made her my 
own f r o m the beginning. She had 
instilled in her all of the values, dis-
ciplines, and beliefs our birth chil-
dren had. We went through all her 
teething, early childhood illnesses, 
pot ty training, as well as all the 
"firsts" of babyhood. Our birth chil-
dren love her and have accepted her 
totally. Adopt ing an infant for us 
was absolutely no different than if 




by Linda Hayes 
Linda and Craig Hayes are members of 
Oakwood Christian Fellowship, Colorado 
Springs, and a foster family for Bethany 
Christian Services. Linda also works at the 
local crisis pregnancy center. 
As we struggle to open doors, 
carry the baby, remember the diaper 
bag, balance the Bibles, and shoo 
kids quietly into the sanctuary on 
Sunday mornings, I 'm sure onlook-
ers wonder about the Hayes family 
and wonder not only how but why 
we do it. Often we not only have our 
own six kids but also an extra baby. 
We deal with the "hows and "whys" 
a lot as we serve the Lord through 
our involvement as a foster family. 
We are neither crazy nor are we a 
"super family" endowed with super-
natural gifts and abilities. God is 
using us in a special way as we pro-
vide newborn babies with a home 
while their bir thmothers are given 
time to make life choices. 
When our children were younger, 
we were a foster family for older 
children. In the past three years, we 
have been privileged to care for six 
babies, each with its own distinct 
personality. We have had all sizes 
and shapes—boys and girls, black 
and white, healthy and very ill babies. 
We have loved and cried over each 
one, for the Lord has given us the joy 
and responsibility of bonding with 
each baby for a period of time. We 
had one baby for jus t a few days and 
another for six months . We will 
probably never see any of them 
again until we get to heaven, but we 
carry them with us because they are 
a unique part of our family. 
Our own children—five biological 
and one adopted—range in age f rom 
five to fourteen. Sheer numbers set 
us apar t f rom the average family on 
your block. Before we began foster 
care, we found it easy to each "do 
our own thing," scattering different 
directions even at church. The addi-
tion of a foster baby has given us a 
ministry that unites us, as we all par-
ticipate in infant care. It is amazing 
how well a 10-year-old can change a 
diaper, and even a 5-year-old can 
run to get a bottle. Our two middle 
sons spent many a night in sleeping 
bags , s leeping nea r b a b y Eric 's 
basinette and waking at night with 
him. Dad claims that he pesonally 
taught baby Beth to smile in the wee 
hours of the morning. Our older 
children are certainly neighborhood 
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love her as much as we love our first 
two children. 
Having a child come into our 
home at the age of six has been a 
totally different experience. Lonnie 
came to us with a past history that 
many of us never would have sur-
vived. His mothe r was strangled to 
death in a drug-related incident, he 
was separated f r o m his three bro th-
ers, and he was moved to many dif-
ferent homes before coming to us. 
We are growing in our relation-
ship with Lonnie. It is a day-by-day 
process. He has come to us with 
problems we have never dealt with 
before . He has also come to us with 
differences f r o m our own children 
that have been a delight to expe-
rience. Our expectations for him are 
usually too high. We are continually 
re-evaluating our discipline for him. 
We've made lots of mistakes and are 
having difficulty f inding a proper 
balance. 
Another very difficult thing we 
have faced is the problem of adjust-
ment for our youngest birth child. 
The first two years we had Lonnie, 
Joshua experienced some jealousy 
and anger. At times he has felt very 
resentful that Lonnie had come into 
our home. The past few months, 
however, have gone more smoothly, 
and Josh is now being more of a big 
brother than a rival. 
One thing we know, when we 
commit ourselves to another little 
person, no mat ter what age, and 
hang in there, God is fai thful and 
will honor that commitment. Nothing 
great ever comes too easily. We 
know that the fu ture will hold its 
difficulties, but we also know that 
with God, all things are possible. 
Lonnie and Sarah are the best thing 
that ever happened to our family 
and we praise God for leading us to 
them. • 
favori tes as baby sitters because of 
their experience. 
Even more impor tan t than what 
we have done are the lessons that 
God is teaching us and our children. 
We are learning to express the un-
condi t ional love of God for his 
children as we care for babies that do 
not sleep th rough the night and that 
cry at very inoppor tune moments . 
We know fo r sure that ministry is 
rarely convenient. Is there ever a 
" g o o d " t ime to be getting up in the 
middle of the night? We are learning 
tha t par t of ou r gift to the Lord is 
our pain when the babies leave. We 
have allowed and encouraged our-
selves and our children to be obe-
dient and vulnerable, loving each 
baby, knowing ahead of time that it 
will hur t when they leave, but also 
knowing that if we don ' t feel hurt at 
that time, we haven't done a good 
job . 
We have seen God's answers as we 
pray fo r our babies. One of our five-
year-olds prayed, "Thank you for 
our new baby. I love him so much 
and I want to keep him forever, but 
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M o m doesn't want to ." She was 
wrong. N o matter how much I try to 
keep my perspective, a part of me 
always wants to keep them. 
Our God-givenjob , though, is not 
to care for the babies forever or just 
to care for their physical needs, but 
to bond with them. If we have helped 
the baby to know how to bond, 
he / she will go on to bond success-
fully again. We are learning that 
doing what God has called us to do 
doesn' t always feel good and that we 
are only seeing a par t of the big pic-
ture that is God's plan. These plans 
as Joshua says are "plans for good 
and not for evil . . . fo r a fu ture 
and a hope." 
H o w do we d o it? Some days I 
don ' t know. We get tired; we cry. We 
have learned that God gives strength 
for the tasks that he has called us to. 
He knows us and has blessed us 
richly in our weakness. H o w could 
we not care for these little ones to 
w h o m he has given life, just as he has 
given life to us? • 
Resource for 
Evangelism 




by Warren Hoffman 
Drawing on Jesus' image of the 
harvest in Matt. 9. this book reveals 
the "secret" of evangelism: the 
readiness of all Christians to use 
their aptitudes, personalities, and 
gifts in the process of making dis-
ciples. Warren discusses biblical 
principles of evangelism and pro-
vides a step-by-step plan for bring-
ing together and training a group of 
Christians so they can work effec-
tively as a team to win persons to 
Christ and the church. 
Paper, 239 pages. $7.95 
($9.95 Can.) 
Available from your Christian Light 
Bookstore, or order from Evangel 
Publishing House with our toll-free 
number (800) 253-9315. In Canada, 
you may order from Evangel of 
Canada, P. O. Box 294, Brandtford, 






Home turns 10 
by Dave Brubaker 
Ten years ago there wasn't much 
more than a vision, a grass-roots com-
mittee, and a lot of faith. The vision was 
to convert the old Messiah Home in 
Harrisburg into a Christian boarding 
home for the poor. The committee con-
sisted of Woody Dalton, Beth Frey, 
Avery Heisey, John Kreider, and David 
Miller. The faith came from many Breth-
ren in Christ volunteers in the central 
Pennsylvania area, but perhaps espe-
cially from Beth Frey and Dr. Kreider. 
On Nov. 1,1991, Paxton Street Home 
will commemorate 10 years since it 
opened its doors to its first resident. 
Now a total of 83 reside at Paxton 
Street, including 6 in the nearby residen-
tial facility known as Blue Gables. Thirty 
staff serve the needs of the residents and 
care for the facility, including 17 full-
time salaried staff, 10 part-time staff, 
and three voluntary service workers. 
Operating expenses in 1990 totalled 
over $643,000—more in one year than 
the purchase price of the building in 
1981. 
Dave Brubaker is a member of the Lan-
caster congregation, and works as a consul-
tant and mediator while completing an MBA 
at Eastern College. He wrote the article 
which appeared in the July 10, 1981, issue of 
the Visitor entitled "The Paxton Street 
Proposal." 
A down payment promised in faith 
In 1978 Messiah Village moved from 
the 100-room facility on Paxton Street 
(built in 1936) to its spacious complex 
near Mechanicsburg. The Paxton Street 
property was sold that same year to an 
individual who intended to convert it to 
a personal care boarding home. But the 
buyer was unable to make his scheduled 
mortgage payments, and the Messiah 
Village Board of Trustees had to fore-
close on the mortgage in September 
1980. 
Rather than lamenting the return of 
the facility, board member Beth Frey 
asked, "I'm wondering if God isn't try-
ing to say something to us." With Dr. 
John Kreider's support, Frey proposed 
the possibility of a ministry by the 
church to the poor in Harrisburg, using 
the Paxton Street facility. While open to 
the idea, the Messiah Village board had 
counted on regular mortgage payments 
from the $600,000 sale of the facility. A 
prior appeal to the Board of Adminis-
tration and the Board of Benevolence 
(BOB) resulted in a request to delay the 
resale of the Paxton Street facility. But 
during its meeting on July 24-25, 1981 
the BOB toured the facility, and later 
decided that it should again be offered 
for sale. 
Several days later, at a Messiah Vil-
lage Board meeting, the "Paxton Street 
Home Executive Committee" offered to 
buy the building with a down payment 
of $100,000 due by the end of October. 
The only problem: they had no money 
and had no idea where it would come 
from. The Messiah Village Board ac-
cepted the proposal (no doubt also on 
faith) and the Paxton Street committee 
incorporated. 
Beginnings and changes 
Having helped to birth a revived min-
istry at the home, Beth and Glenn Frey 
also agreed to lead it through its infancy. 
Staff initially were paid nothing beyond 
room and board; later they received $25 
per month for their services. In Sep-
tember 1984 the Freys decided to retire. 
The transition from the "founding par-
ents" of the ministry to the leadership of 
Charles and Ruth Lehman was not easy. 
Yet the program continued to expand 
and capital improvements were made. 
In 1986 a tennis court was built adjacent 
to the main property, and the board 
agreed to purchase a large residence on 
18th Street in Harrisburg, now known 
as Blue Gables. 
The next administrator (1987 to pres-
ent), Chris Book, was raised by mission-
ary parents (Alvin and Thata) in Africa, 
and with his spouse also served in 
Africa. Chris originally came to Paxton 
Street as a volunteer on the maintenance 
staff. At the time the board asked Chris 
to become interim administrator, the 
Books were planning to begin a church-
planting in Maryland. Instead, the inter-
im assignment became long-term, and 
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Chris has provided low-key and re-
spected leadership ever since. 
Current program: 
still faithful to its mission 
Paxton Street Home was founded for 
the purpose of providing "housing for 
the needy in the context of a Christian 
environment." While many staff, resi-
dents, and volunteers have come and 
gone since 1981, the vision has remained 
constant. The diversity of residents and 
of their problems has also continued. 
According to Director of Social Ser-
vices Faithe Zercher, the 48 female resi-
dents tend to be older (50s and 60s) than 
the 34 male residents (30s and 40s). 
About 15 percent are African-Ameri-
cans, while Hispanic and other ethnic 
groups have been represented in the 
past. 
Residents are referred to Paxton 
Street Home by county mental health/ 
retardation agencies, prisons, and 
churches; some are even brought by 
their families. Residents thus include a 
mix of individuals with chronic mental 
health problems, developmental disabil-
ities, the elderly, and those recovering 
from alcohol or other addictions. De-
spite the variety of issues with which 
residents struggle, Zercher observes that 
"we have a very stable group of people 
here." The stability may be due partly to 
the clear admissions criteria and ground 
rules about resident conduct. For 
example, drugs and alcohol are not 
permitted in the building, and recover-
ing addicts must be in a rehabilitation 
program to be considered for admission. 
Perhaps the main factor in the ongo-
ing success of the program has been the 
Christian commitment of staff and the 
unique atmosphere which staff and resi-
dents have created together. Within this 
supportive environment the home offers 
a variety of structured and unstructured 
services to residents. Those who choose 
to do so are encouraged to attend area 
churches, although chapel services are 
held within the facility every Sunday 
morning. Craft and exercise classes are 
also offered, while individual counseling 
is provided through formal and infor-
mal settings. Since many of the staff live 
on the premises, opportunities for per-
sonal contact with residents are plentiful. 
Facing reality: 
rising costs and expectations 
In 1990 the board adopted a new 
salary structure to encourage longer 
tenure among staff, and two of the 
Charter resident Jesse Paige remembers 
when he moved in 10 years ago: "There was 
no carpeting and no fans—it was hot! 
home's apartments were attractively reno-
vated with the same goal in mind. The 
strategy is already proving successful. 
Administrator Chris Book justified the 
changes as follows: "We want staff who 
maintain a sense of mission. I don't 
think our wages are competitive, but 
they're adequate. I don't want a staff 
person to have to leave because of lack 
of income." 
The shift from a largely volunteer 
staff to a salary structure and rising costs 
in general have translated into higher 
operating budgets for the home. Book 
reports that while income has not risen 
significantly in the past five years, ex-
penses have. The results have been a 
shift from annual surpluses of thirty to 
forty thousand dollars in the mid-1980s 
to substantial deficits in 1989 and 1990. 
While the shortfall was covered by 
transfers from previously-invested dol-
lars, the need for enhanced income 
prompted the board to appoint Pete 
Cafarchio as Director of Public Rela-
tions and Development in 1989. 
Since federal, state, and county dol-
lars are not likely to increase in tandem 
with rising costs, the current challenge 
for Paxton Street Home is to broaden 
its donor base. According to Cafarchio, 
"Our program cannot run on its own, 
and it's not supposed to. We are a tool 
for the church to reach out." While Pax-
ton Street Home receives no funds 
directly from Cooperative Ministries, 
many individuals and some Brethren in 
Christ congregations have been suppor-
tive. The 10-20 volunteers from area 
churches listed on the "Welcome Week-
enders" column in each Paxton Street 
newsletter illustrate that the home con-
tinues to be a place where individuals 
can offer their gifts of time and talent as 
well as treasure. 
A resource to the church 
Perhaps the greatest lesson of the 
Paxton Street initiative is that the most 
important developments in ministry 
seldom emerge from within our desig-
nated bureaucratic structures. Rather, 
they are usually conceived by creative 
individuals, carried and birthed with the 
help of other supportive people, and 
brought to maturity through the com-
mitment of caring and competent staff. 
Another gift of Paxton Street Home 
may be that its very success invites imita-
tion. If the vision for another such home 
would strike, it may require individuals 
with a similar faith and commitment to 
those of the original Paxton Street 
group. As George Kibler, president of 
Messiah Village, is reported to have 
said, "Abraham, when he left Ur of the 
Chaldees, did not step out in greater 
faith than did this group in 1981." 
In keeping with this level of faith, 
Book and Zercher believe that a third 
level of care—beyond personal and 
domiciliary care—may now be appro-
priate. Known as "supportive living," 
this third level is the least structured of 
the three options. Designed for individ-
uals who are able to function fairly 
independently but who still need some 
support, supportive living could be added 
as a transition option for residents al-
most but not quite ready to leave the 
Paxton Street or Blue Gables facility. 
Book envisions up to a dozen apart-
ment units on the nearly five acres of 
land surrounding the Paxton Street 
Home. The apartments could be built in 
clusters, with a common lounge for fel-
lowship. With the proximity to the 
home, many of the support services now 
available would also be there for the 
apartment dwellers. 
The path to implementation of the 
apartment concept will undoubtedly in-
volve a capital fund drive, although 
about $150,000 of invested funds are 
currently designated as a development 
fund. The success of such a drive is hard 
to predict, but the summary observation 
of 10 years ago still may be accurate: 
"The board grass-roots support that the 
proposed Paxton Street ministry has 
generated is evidence that many in the 
church are willing to pay some price to 
help the poor. What remains unclear is 
how large a bill we're prepared to han-
dle" (Visitor, July 10, 1981). • 







by Grace Holland 
Last week we sat in a conference 
room in Jos, Nigeria, with about 30 
representatives of Theological Edu-
cation by Extension. There were 
leaders of programs which have been 
going for 20 years; there were leaders 
of other programs which are just 
beginning. They represented some 
systems with just handfuls of stu-
dents—and one which enrolls more 
than 3,000. A survey of 81 programs 
in operation showed that about 90 
percent use study books f rom the 
TEXT-Africa series. 
We were reminded of our early 
days of work in Zimbabwe (then 
Rhodesia). As we supervised outsta-
tion schools, worked with district 
churches, and tried to encourage 
Christian leaders, we became aware 
of a need. It was a need for training 
Grace and Fred Holland recently com-
pleted a three-month overseas trip to Nige-
ria, Kenya, Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique, 
and Zimbabwe. 
and especially for reading materials 
in the local language. 
Some of this need we tried to fill 
by editing a church paper and by 
helping to distribute the few books 
that were available. But there was 
hardly anything available. Here we 
were—helping thousands of children 
learn to read through Brethren in 
Christ schools, but finding that there 
was almost nothing besides the Bible 
for them to read that would help 
them in their Christian lives. I wrote 
on my prayer list "Christian litera-
ture in local languages," and prayed 
regularly for this request, even though 
the fulfillment seemed far away. 
In 1970 Theological Education by 
Extension (TEE) was introduced to 
Africa. A few experimental programs 
began here and there. We started a 
200-mile circuit with five centers 
around Choma, Zambia, and began 
writing our own materials for stu-
dents to study at home and then dis-
cuss with us in weekly seminars. 
Other people heard about the mate-
rials and asked to use them. 
It seemed overwhelming to write a 
whole curriculum of texts ourselves, 
so we decided to get people together 
for writers ' workshops. Writ ing 
teams of missionaries and nationals 
could produce textbooks and then 
share them with one another. We 
chose the name TEXT-Africa for the 
project and a publishing house in 
Kenya asked to print and distribute 
the books. They started printing 
4,000 at a time and then doing re-
runs. Some groups used the books in 
the simple English in which they 
were first written, but most trans-
lated them into the local languages. 
About two years into the project, 
it dawned on me one day: God was 
answering my prayer for Christian 
literature in African languages. He 
was doing it in a way I had never 
dreamed of. The task of getting peo-
ple to write, edit and test the books, 
and coordinate the whole series was 
mammoth. Making the books appro-
priate for many denominations and 
all parts of Africa was filled with 
problems. I sometimes told the Lord 
the job was impossible, but he kept 
us at it. One by one books were 
completed and edited, and one by 
one they went from the presses to 
growing numbers of TEE programs. 
After 20 years we had nearly 
completed the 35-40 book curricu-
lum. It was on the basic level for 
leaders with a few years of schooling. 
Africa was changing. Perhaps these 
books now needed to be replaced. 
At the Jos consultation last week, 
a few reports were given on mate-
rials being used for other levels of 
study, but people agreed that the 
TEXT-Africa books were still the 
foundation needed by most of the 
TEE programs. A profile of TEE in 
Africa reported 82 TEE programs in 
operation, but noted that there were 
many more which had not responded 
to the survey. These 82 programs 
enrolled 23,900 students. More than 
22,000 of these students were at 
lower academic levels and nearly all 
of these used the books we were 
producing. 
This week we are visiting the pub-
lishing house which produces the 
TEXT-Africa books. We saw a table 
full of women assembling Study the 
Book of Mark Yourself, the induc-
tive test on Mark. Others were work-
ing on Caring for God's Things, a 
practical book on stewardship for 
which the TEE centers have been 
waiting. Then we were taken to a 
special part of the publishing house 
where the stock of text books is 
stored. There we saw a whole wing 
filled with books of Christian litera-
ture programmed to help African 
church leaders and members—not 
just read, but learn the truths of 
God's word. It was exciting. 
There are some other requests for 
which I've been praying for a long 
time. I try to be careful how I pray 
about them—the answer may involve 
a 20 year program of hard work! Yet 
I am confident the Lord will answer 
in his own time and way. • 
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od at work in our world 
Fitting together the pieces 
Doyle Book—Kitakyushu, Japan 
Mr. Tange from Tokyo, one of the 
charter members of the first church 
John and Lucille Graybill planted in 
Tokyo, was our guest over Sunday. He 
had come for the 50th reunion of his 
high school class. I met him at Orio 
Station and took him to our apartment 
for a little rest before taking him to 
church. At church, Pastor Ichihara 
asked Mr. Tange to give his testimony. 
Even though we have known the Tanges 
for a long time, I had never before heard 
how they came to the Lord. 
The wife of the couple who served as 
"go-between" at the Tanges' typical 
Japanese wedding ceremony must have 
been a Christian, for she gave them a 
little Japanese New Testament and in-
scribed a verse on the fly-leaf to give 
direction to their life as a couple. I think 
the passage was about forgiving one 
another as Christ has forgiven you. 
Because of Mr. Tange's work with the 
railroad, they moved every two years or 
so. Always the little Testament, unread, 
was tossed in with their other belongings 
and moved, too. It wasn't until many 
years later that they were able to stop 
moving around and build a home in 
Tokyo. 
One day the little Testament turned 
up in their home. Mr. Tange opened it, 
saw the inscription on the fly-leaf and 
had absolutely no memory of having 
received it on their wedding day. But he 
began to read. His wife discovered 
Lucille Graybill's cooking class and be-
gan attending. Eventually both of them 
started coming to the Christian Sunday 
morning meetings and received the sal-
vation God has promised to all who 
believe. God had used a combination of 
heartaches in their family and a long-
ago wedding gift to open them to his 
grace. John and Lucille Graybill were 
faithfully doing what they could in that 
area of the huge city of Tokyo at that 
precise time. It was God who put it all 
together. 
I am convinced that every single per-
son's conversion story would include 
some such design of God's if only we 
had access to all the facts. Even those of 
us born into families Christian for many 
generations would find many small and 
seemingly insignificant contacts and 
happenings which God used to make us 
aware of his personal love for us. Per-
haps the uncovering of all those things 
will be part of our rejoicing in heaven! 
Surprise in English class 
Miriam Stern—Philadelphia Pa. 
Sometimes we may question the cost-
effectiveness of sending youth teams to 
foreign countries for summer service, 
presumably to share the gospel. The fol-
lowing incident may help you decide if it 
is money well spent. 
In an ESL (English as a Second Lan-
guage) class, Pete gave as an assignment 
to write and read in class an essay on 
"The Happiest Day of My Life." What a 
surprise he had as he heard Sylvia from 
Costa Rica read her story: "The happi-
est day of my life was when I began to be 
a part of the kingdom of God. I went to 
a Christian camp at a beautiful beach. 
There were almost 100 young people 
and staff (including a youth team from 
the U.S.). On the last night I met Jesus 
Christ face to face. At that moment, my 
life turned completely." 
Sylvia confessed that she wasn't sure 
if this was the sort of thing she should 
write, but "it was the happiest day of my 
life." 
A thank-you note 
Miriam Lister—Hope Kan. 
(Member of Venezuela work team #6) 
Dear Uncle A1 and Aunt Thata, 
I wanted to take a moment to thank 
you for all you have done for us. I am 
sure when you found out teens were 
coming, you were a bit apprehensive. 
Who wouldn't be? But I hope we have 
wormed our way into your hearts. I 
know you have in mine. On my other 
two missions trips, I never grew at-
tached to the places very much, and my 
newly-made friends were not too hard to 
leave. But it brings tears to my eyes to 
think I am leaving here tomorrow. I love 
you both very, very much. You are 
wonderful people, and your work here is 
awesome. 
1 will pray for your church; please 
pray for me. Being a teenager in the U.S. 
is sometimes hard and painful. I don't 
see how someone without God could 
make it. Thank you so much. I hope 
very much that we will meet again soon, 
if not on earth then in heaven. Perhaps 
God is convicting me that my future 
missionary dreams may have found a 
home here in Venezuela. 
Love always 
from your adopted granddaughter, 
Miriam 
Open doors in India 
News release from Mission 21 India 
In the aftermath of the tragic assassi-
nation of Rajiv Ghandi, and the expected 
turmoil and instability, many questions 
are being asked about the future of the 
church in India. The following story of 
one of the church planters who gradu-
ated from the church-planting program 
of Mission 21 India illustrates the type 
of Christian God is using in India. 
"One evening two years after my grad-
uation as a church planter, religious mil-
itants came into my village and de-
stroyed my home. Then they went to the 
church I had planted, killed the two new 
believers they found there, and set the 
church on fire. I stood in a nearby river 
watching my church burn. Do you 
know why I was in the river? Because I 
was baptizing 11 more converts to 
Christianity!" 
While the future may look dark, our 
church planters are used to difficult 
times. When asked how many had been 
beaten during their year of training, one-
third of a class of 57 church planters 
raised their hands! Mission 21 India has 
graduated more than 1,600 national 
Indian church planters who are literally 
ready to die to spread the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. 
Now for the numbers 
A. Graybill Brubaker—Mount Joy, Pa. 
Bill Tate called from Mission 21 India 
about the proposal for a training class 
for church planters in Orissa. He filled 
me in on the results of the 1990 training 
programs. The number trained in that 
year was 458. The compilation of reports 
from these men indicates that in that 
year there were 34,343 decisions for 
Christ, 4,567 baptisms, and another 
12,556 ready for baptism. There were 
2,839 new house church groups started 
with some 36,000 people attending. 
These house church groups reached 
86 of the unreached people groups named 
by Dr. Ralph Winter in his book. In 
addition the church planters discovered 
another 65 unreached people groups 
that Dr. Winter did not cite. This comes 
to a total of 151 unreached people 
groups reached by these men in 1990! 
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A call to 
world missions 
by Elias Moyo 
I see missions as the very nature of 
the Church , that the Church has a 
mission to the whole world, and that 
missions is our part icipation in the 
work of God, until his coming again 
in glory to br ing his k ingdom to its 
consummat ion . The Lord commis-
sioned the Church , empowered by 
the Holy Spirit, to take the life-
changing message to their communi-
ties and to the world at large. The 
Christ ian Church is the vehicle by 
which our Lord is reaching out to 
save lives in the world. 
The foundation set 
Two thousand years ago, our Lord 
set the founda t ion when he said, "I 
will build my church; and the powers 
of hell shall not prevail" (Mat t . 
16:18) and when he also said, "I am 
not praying for these alone but also 
fo r the fu tu re believers who will 
come to me because of the testimony 
of these" ( John 17:20). T o set the 
agenda and the example for his 
Church , he died and he came out of 
death in resurrection, power and 
glory. Before his return to glory, he 
gathered his disciples and announced 
the great p rog ram till the end of the 
age. "I have been given authori ty in 
heaven and earth. Therefore go and 
make disciples in all nations, baptiz-
ing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. . . . I a m with you always, 
even to the end of the wor ld" (Mat t . 
28:19-20). This is our Christian mis-
sion to the world, or better still it is 
the great commission which can 
only become a great commot ion if 
the local church or denominat ion 
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does not take the command seriously. 
Unlike church constitutions, the 
above commiss ion has not been 
amended. Therefore every Christian, 
in every local church and every 
country of the world, is called upon 
to witness to the saving power of 
Jesus. The assignment is as binding 
upon us as when he spoke it—the 
commission to missionize. 
The authority of our commission 
Jesus said, "I have been given all 
author i ty in heaven and on ear th ." 
The Lord Jesus always had author-
ity through the Father. What then 
did he mean? Significantly, the verb 
there indicates that to Jesus "all 
authori ty has been given . . . " in 
terms of visibility and to be mani-
fested here upon earth. It necessi-
tated his life, death, and resurrection 
to m a k e visible a n d ac tua l t ha t 
authori ty upon earth not only dem-
onstrated by himself, but delegated 
to us for missions. He demonstrated 
his authori ty by speaking to the 
hearts of men and women—"I say 
un to y o u " speaking right out of the 
heart of God. His authori ty was 
demonstra ted in prayer until the dis-
ciples appl ied f o r admiss ions in 
Christ 's school of prayer—"Lord, 
teach us to pray" and Christ began 
to teach them, "When you pray 
say. . . ." 
The father-heart of God addressed 
issues that affected humankind and 
that changed lives. One day he spoke 
with authority to the Samari tan 
woman about her thirsty soul until 
the woman requested to drink f r o m 
the living water. We are to speak like 
him because we belong to him who 
gives us the power. He spoke and 
preached with authori ty f r o m the 
Fa ther until men stood back and 
said, "We have never heard anything 
like this." His mission was redemp-
tive, persuasive and astonishing. 
Why? Because he spoke as one hav-
ing authori ty . I pray that this same 
authori ty will come back to the 
church today. 
The same power is promised to us 
today in missions. "You will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit comes 
on you; and you will be my witnesses 
in Jerusalem, and in Judea and 
Samaria , and to the end of the 
ear th ." That power is channelled 
f r o m heaven through the church. 
We have the right power to the 
preaching of forgiveness. Our mes-
sage in this commission is a redemp-
tive one, a message of life unto life 
and death unto death. Jesus demon-
strated his author i ty upon earth, but 
by the same token he delegated that 
authori ty to us. Let us all bring our 
lives under that authori ty and go. 
Let us have a global vision, realizing 
that the holding back f rom going 
into all nat ions and failing to teach 
them to observe all things we re-
ceived f r o m the Lord is a non-verbal 
denia l of the great commiss ion . 
Under the same authori ty Paul and 
Silas prayed until the prison doors 
opened; not only the prison door , 
but the jailer's heart was opened to 
accept the gospel. They had au thor -
ity to direct divine power and de-
stroy demonic powers. 
This kind of author i ty does not 
only say I will pray, but it declares 
and invades the enemy's territory. 
This reminds me of what Bryan (Sol-
lenberger) and I experienced in Ken-
sal Rise in 1988 when we were called 
to the house of a young English lady 
who had rejected God but later 
found herself being "haunted by 
ghosts ." For the first t ime we had the 
opportuni ty to pray in her house 
casting out the devil in the name of 
Jesus, for greater is he who is in us 
than the devil who is in the world. 
We are to experience this power in 
missions. The devil needs to be 
at tacked. Let us not lose the dele-
gated power for missions. It is f r o m 
God who is our Father . He is send-
ing us with that authori ty to heal the 
sick, cast out demons, and save 
sinners. 
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The program of our commission 
The Great Commission contains 
four special verbs: Go, make disci-
ples, baptize and teach. In the origi-
nal Greek, only one is imperative— 
make disciples and the other three 
are participles. 
Disciple-making is at the heart of 
the c o m m a n d and the participles are 
helping verbs. Tha t is, while we go, 
baptize, and teach, we must be sure 
that we are making the Lord 's disci-
ples out of every na t ion—tha t is the 
program before us. Henrichsen, dep-
uty director of Navigators, said "dis-
ciples are made, not bo rn . " Disciple-
making must bring people to Christ 
(not to the pas tor or denominat ion) , 
nurture the young converts in Christ, 
and finally send out the new disciples 
to go and make disciples as well. 
"And the things you have heard me 
say in the presence of many wit-
nesses entrust to reliable men who 
will also be qualified to teach others" 
(2 Tim. 2:2). This passing on of 
God 's t ruth by Paul has a four-
g e n e r a t i o n t r ack : (1) Pau l ; (2) 
T i m o t h y ; (3) f a i t h f u l men a n d 
(4) others also. Basing our thoughts 
on the four th generation, teaching 
others entails the impart ing in a life 
the same in-depth transmission that 
occurred between Paul and Timothy. 
Henrichsen makes a point which 
needs our serious consideration in 
order to embark in this p rogram 
when he says, "This is a multiplica-
tive process. While the fai thful men 
are teaching others also, T imothy is 
in the process of raising up more 
fa i thful men, who shall be able to 
teach others also. Implementing this 
vision of multiplying disciples con-
stitutes the only way Christ 's com-
mission can ever ultimately be ful-
filled. O the r ministries and ap -
proaches can augment it but never 
replace it." Divorced and cut away 
f r o m this concept, the church is 
no th ing but a social club. Every 
congregat ion needs to have a pro-
gram that builds s t rong followers of 
our Lord. All nat ions are to be evan-
gelized by every Bible-believing 
Christ ian. Mission is to be done by 
every nat ion, including those f r o m 
the Two-th i rds Wor ld , to every na-
t ion. Disciple-making must not end 
The call to world 
evangelization is 
God's agenda for 
us. Let us obey 
him through our 
commitment. 
at a local level but at a global level 
because this is the goal of missions— 
that everyone may hear. The time 
has come that all Brethren in Christ 
worldwide must be engaged in mis-
sions. The mo the r church with 
world-wide daughter churches need 
to be engaged in formulat ing possi-
ble partnership structures, directions, 
and strategies for world evangeliza-
tion. Alongside world evangelization 
is the bapt ism in the name of the 
Father , Son, and Holy Spirit. Yes, 
to us, baptism is an outward symbol 
by which the believer testifies to the 
inner change of heart and rededica-
tion of life. People must be made to 
understand this and be identified 
with Christ th rough his death and 
resurrection. Now, let us look at the 
promise for our commission. 
The promise for our commission 
"Lo, I a m with you to the end of 
the age." The Lord is sending us to 
fulfill his mission. Any step we take 
in world missions, he does not only 
promise us his power for services but 
his personal presence as well. As the 
all-knowing God, he knew the diffi-
culties that await those who want to 
evangelize the world such as poor 
health and at tacks f r o m the enemy 
through evil spirits. As with Jay and 
J u d y Smith in Senegal, stones may 
be th rown at you, or you may expe-
rience financial setbacks as has the 
Board for World Missions. All these 
experiences point to the fact that 
world evangelization is very costly— 
it may cost your time, money, and 
even your life. Above all, it will cost 
the church its fai th and action on 
that fai th, since faith and action 
belong together and influence each 
other. The Lord's personal presence, 
"I am with you," is not t e m p o r a r y -
he will be with us to the end of the 
age. Let it be known to all that the 
Lord is not promising his presence 
via a great preacher or even angels, 
but he himself goes with us and will 
never leave us alone. This reminds 
me of a great statement illustrated by 
one preacher when he said, "If you 
feel the Lord being far away f rom 
you, the first question you need to 
ask yourself is, who moved?" You 
will discover that God never moved 
away f r o m you but that you are the 
one who moved. 
As in times of old, our Lord still 
prays, "Neither pray I for these 
alone, but for them also who shall 
believe on me through their word . " 
The pronoun "these" represents every 
believer who is part of the fold and 
has a mission to fulfill until the end 
of the world. The p ronoun " them" 
represents those who are out of the 
fold but must be reached for Christ 
and brought back to the fold. 
Friends, this is God's commission 
to us—a call to world missions. For 
he who is coming is already present. 
The call to missions is his assignment 
until his return. God's church must 
not fail. "The gates of hell shall not 
prevail against it ." Catch the vision 
of his commission and in the name 
of the Father , the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, claim that authori ty, that 
power, and move in that p rogram of 
world evangelization. Let us commit 
ourselves to missions, fo rm a mis-
sions committee for our congrega-
tion or denominat ion in our respec-
tive countries. Let us capitalize on 
our present Internat ional Brethren 
in Christ Fellowship to serve as a 
resource in encouraging and helping 
the b ro therhood in the other two-
thirds of the world to f o r m their own 
missions board. 
The call to world evangelization is 
God's agenda for us. Let us obey him 
through our commitment . It will 
take obedience to do what the Lord 
wills as we would need to believe in 
order to obey him, for missions is an 
unfinished agenda for the church 
today. • 
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"Question number one; question..." 
"Where had the wit.. .?" With that 
much of the first question read by Charlie 
Crider (denominat ional Bible Quiz 
Director) , Chris Bert f rom the 
Mechanicsburg team jumped and the 
1991 Denominational Championship 
Quizzes were underway. Chris proceeded 
to finish the question and give the correct 
answer. 
The Denominational Tournament was 
held July 13-16 at the Nappanee Brethren 
in Christ Church in Indiana. Numerous 
activities were planned in conjunction 
with the quizzing. The major events were 
an evening of introductory skits, a roller 
skating party, a concert by Geoff Moore 
and The Distance, and a pool party. 
Teams represent ing the various 
conferences this year were Grantham 
(1st) and Mechanicsburg (2nd) from 
Susquehanna; Westheights (3rd), 
Wainfleet B (4th) and Wainfleet C (5th) 
f rom Canada; Harrisburg (6th) and 
Ref ton (8th) f rom Atlantic; and 
Nappanee (7th) from Central. There were 
no representatives from the Allegheny, 
Southeast, Midwest, or Pacific Con-
ferences. (The numbers in parenthesis 
represent the final standing of each team.) 
After Chr is ' s answer the lead 
seesawed until Grantham took the 
advantage at 60-50. At that point they 
gradually padded their advantage to 
win the f irst match 130-80. Since 
Mechanicsburg had been undefeated 
coming into the finals of the double 
elimination tournament and Grantham 
had one loss, it was necessary for another 
by John A. Weaver 
quiz to take place to determine the 
champion. 
Grantham—consisting of quizzers 
Becca Spurrier, Maria Martin, Lynsey 
Davis, and Megan Davis—dominated the 
second quiz. They jumped to a 110-0 
score over Chris and his teammates Kari 
Bert, Tandi Lehman, and Kim Bert 
before coasting to a 210-60 triumph. 
Mechanicsburg was coached by Brent 
Whitsel and the champions by Harriet 
Bicksler. 
The top quizzer and quizzer's choice 
award (given for quizzing ability, 
personali ty, Christ ian character, 
friendliness, and leadership) went to 
Chris Cober from the Westheights team. 
He also received an NIV Bible compli-
ments of the Christian Light Bookstores 
for top quizzer. Each member of the win-
ning team and the top quizzer on each 
team received a $100 scholarship to 
Messiah College. 
As always there were not really any 
losers. Some teams scored more points 
than others, but the overall experience 
makes everyone a winner. It was a joy for 
me to have the quizzing in Nappanee. 
Thanks to all the quizzers and coaches for 
enriching our lives during those days. We 
encourage anyone eligible to quiz next 
year to start studying Galatians, 
Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, and 
Philemon, and maybe we'll see you at 
General Conference in Hamilton, 
Ontario, Canada. • 
John Weaver, Jr., is Central Conference 
Quiz Director and lives in Goshen, Indiana. 
Becca Spurrier answers for the Grantham team (on the right) during the final 
quiz with Mechanicsburg. 
Teams competing in the 1991 Denominational Bible Quiz Championships 
Atlantic Conference 
Harrisburg: Seth Chamberlain, Rishan Gebretensai, Jenny 
Heise, Mathew Kipe, Rebekah Zercher (Glen Heise, coach). 
Refton: Beverly Caldwell, Jeffrey Kreider, Joann Kreider, 
Ron Olenhouse, Jerry Reynolds, Brian Sollenberger (Grace 
Caldwell and Ken Meek, coaches). 
Canadian Conference 
Wainfleet B: Jason Elliott, Warren McPherson, Shawna 
Woodland (Tammy Flagg and Darlene Flagg, coaches). 
Wainfleet C: Aaron Marr, Sarah Marr, Mark McPherson, 
James Woodland, Scott Woodland (Keith and Judy 
Woodland, coaches). 
Westheights: Dan Bell, Tim Chapman, Chris Cober, Cynthia 
Klassen, Brian Wigg (Dave Wigg and Gary Blad, coaches). 
Central Conference 
Nappanee: Carolyn Johns, Mike Moore, Susan Pierce, Tim 
Thomas, Lloyd Williams (Charlene and Monte Flowers, 
coaches). 
Susquehanna Conference 
Grantham: Lynsey Davis, Megan Davis, Maria Martin, 
Becca Spurrier, Aaron Zercher (Harriet Bicksler and Mary 
Jane Davis, coaches). 
Mechanicsburg: Chris Bert, Kari Bert, Kim Bert, Tandi 
Lehman (Brent Whitesel, coach). 




than the business. We will eat together, 
laugh together, worship together, mourn 
together, debate together, and love one 
another as brothers and sisters in the 
Lord. 
One of our sisters, Kim Miller of our 
Highland Brethren in Christ Church 
near West Milton, Ohio, created our 
logo. It has footprints as the backdrop 
to the significant words "Our Life To-
gether." One of the gifts of creativity is 
that each of us will see different mes-
sages. Hopefully, all of us will reflect on 
God as Creator since real footprints of 
different ages remind us that we are 
reflections of God's image. The feet 
remind us that we are on a journey, that 
the body has significant parts, and that 
we are called to walk or live a worthy 
life (Ephesians 4). As plans unfold, we 
will have various persons share their 
gifts to remind us of "Our Life Together." 
Plan now for you, your family, and 
friends to be a part of the 1992 General 
Conference. 
Our Convention Director for 1992, 
Winnie Swalm, will be sharing details 
and eventually a registration form will 
be in the Visitor. Our Program Coordi-
nator, Mona Engle, should be informed 
of any requests for special meetings 
other than those planned by the Pro-
gram Committee. Our Moderator , 
Harvey Sider, will work with me in the 
development of the agenda and business 
sessions. 
Our Board for Brotherhood Concerns, 
with other boards, is planning a pre-
conference event on ministry in the cities 
of North America. This will be held at 
McMaster on July 2-3. More details will 
be forthcoming. 
We invite all persons to pray that this 
event in Canada will be a memorable 
experience in "Our Life Together." We 
welcome any suggestions and questions 
as we anticipate and plan for the 1992 
General Conference. 
Conference Information 
by R. Donald Shafer 
It is less than a year until we meet for 
the 112th gathering of the General Con-
ference. It is my privilege to welcome all 
to attend this event. While we have a 
large delegate body, we invite anyone of 
any age to participate in this event. It is 
scheduled for Saturday, July 4, through 
Thursday, July 9, 1992, on the campus 
of McMaster University in Hamilton, 
Ontario. 
The specific purpose of this article is 
to introduce our theme and the logo for 
the 1992 General Conference. The theme 
is "Our Life Together." This is most 
appropriate since it follows the 1990 
General Conference theme of "This We 
Believe." We will have had a biennium 
to reflect on such issues as our doctrinal 
statement, some bylaw changes, and our 
denominational priorities. These will be 
significant issues on our agenda. 
"Our Life Together" at the biennial 
meeting of General Conference is more 
Don Shafer is General Secretary for the 
Brethren in Christ Church. 
The 1992 General Conference will be 
held at McMaster University, Hamil-
ton, Ontario, Canada. McMaster is 
located on 30 acres of parkland in the 
west end of Hamilton. 
Preliminary Schedule 
General Conference will convene on 
Saturday, July 4,1992 at 1:00 p.m. Busi-
ness sessions are scheduled to conclude 
at noon on Thursday, July 9, 1992. An 
af ternoon session will be called if 
necessary. 
by Winnie Swalm 
Registration is scheduled for Friday, 
July 3, from 2:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. and 
Saturday morning, July 4, from 8:00 
a.m. to noon. 
Plan to arrive in sufficient time to 
accommodate this schedule and to give 
yourself time for orientation to your 
housing accommodation and locations 
of various activities and sessions. We 
suggest you plan to arrive no later than 
10:00 a.m. on Saturday. If travelling by 
air, you should plan to fly into the 
Toronto airport. 
Pre-General Conference event 
The Board for Brotherhood Concerns 
has scheduled a pre-conference event for 
July 2 and 3, 1992. See the regular 
column "The Way of Peace" in the 
Evangelical Visitor for additional in-
formation. 
Information about General Confer-
ence will be communicated to you mainly 
through the Evangelical Visitor and the 
various Newsletters from the bishops. It 
is planned that detailed information 
regarding the cost of registration, hous-
ing, meals, etc., will be available in the 
October issue. This will facilitate early 
planning of schedule and budget needs. 
In the meantime, if necessary, contact 
Winnie Swalm, Convention Director, 
Box 103, Duntroon, Ontario, Canada 
L0M 1 HO, or phone (705) 445-6825. • 
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Qkrnk f\Jews 
Allegheny Conference 
July 7 was "Barefoot TV Jeans" Sunday for the 
Abundant Life congregation, Uniontown, Pa. 
Victory Express was in concert July 19. • John 
and Esther Edmonds spoke July 14 to the Cham-
bersburg, Pa., congregation about their work in 
Malawi. The men's fellowship went to an Orioles 
game on July 20. • On July 7 at the Five Forks 
church, Waynesboro, Pa., Josie Barone spoke on 
ministry to the deaf and Warren Wolf signed to 
music. The Film "Molder of Dreams" was shown 
July 21 and Aug. 4. • The Good Samaritan Class of 
the Green Spring church, Newville, Pa., held an 
auction on July 19. Six were baptized recently. • 
On Aug. 18 the Master's Four Quartet was in 
concert at the Hollowell church, Waynesboro. • 
The Iron Springs congregation, Fairfield, Pa., 
recently saw "The Journey to Spiritual Maturity" 
video series. An outdoor service with Len Dick 
and his Gospel Brass Band was July 21. 
The Omegans planned an outdoor vesper ser-
vice July 14 for the Martinsburg, Pa., congrega-
tion. Merle Brubaker brought the message on July 
28. • On July 19 the Montgomery church, Mer-
cersburg, Pa., raised $36,430 in cash and pledges 
for its new multi-purpose building. The Hartman 
Harmonies led the evening service on July 14. • 
The Mt. Rock congregation, Shippensburg, Pa., 
viewed "The Earth, a Young Planet" on July 7. An 
elective Sunday school class for summer was 
"Revelations" taught by Luke Keefer, Sr. • The 
New Guilford congregation, Chambersburg, Pa., 
hosted the Continental Singers on July 27, 28. • 
The Nathan Bert family shared at the July 21 
picnic of the South Mountain congregation, 
Shippensburg. • The Children's Youth Fellowship 
of the Van Lear congregation, Williamsport, Md., 
met July 13 for swimming. 
Atlantic Conference 
Tom and Sharon Huckel of Jews for Jesus 
spoke recently on "The Place of Israel in Current 
Events and Prophecy" to the Conoy congregation, 
Elizabethtown, Pa. • Missionaries to Zimbabwe, 
Gordon and Shelly Bartel, visited the Cross Roads 
congregation, Mount Joy, Pa., on July 14. Sum-
mer Sunday Splash was July 14 with a meal and 
sports activities. • The Elizabethtown congrega-
tion hosted a summer diversified fitness program 
for the community June 24—Aug. 15. • The 
summer video Sunday school elective at the Fair-
land church, Cleona, Pa., was "More Communi-
cation Keys to Your Marriage" with Norman 
Wright. • The church board of the Fellowship 
Chapel congregation, Bronx, N.Y.. planned a 
retreat at Kenbrook Camp July 12-13. • The Free 
Grace congregation, Millersburg, Pa., had a Fun 
in the Son outing July 14 at Wiconisco Park. 
Former interim pastor John Bicksler preached 
July 14 for the Hummelstown, Pa., congregation. 
• A July 21 conversational picnic supper for the 
Lancaster, Pa., congregation honored all those 
moving away, including the Ken Letner family. • 
John Byers recently presented the challenge to the 
Manheim, Pa., congregation at their Fellowship 
Campaign for Maximizing Manheim's Ministry. • 
On July 21, 22 youth and 6 advisors f rom the 
Manor church, Mountville, Pa., returned from 
their work with S W A P in Kentucky. • The 60th 
anniversary of Rev. and Mrs. Benjamin Thuma 
was celebrated June 22 at the Lyle Rosenberger 
home, hosted by their four children. The Thumas 
are members of the Maytown, Pa., congregation 
where they pastored for many years. 
The Millersville, Pa., members, who have been 
renting space since 1984, recently settled on the 
purchase of land for a new building. In July the 
youth conducted VBS at the Hunlock Creek, Pa., 
church. • The Mt. Pleasant congregation. Mount 
Joy, Pa., recently had a benefit auction for the 
building program which included a chicken bar-
becue and bake sale. A dedication and love offer-
ing were given July 21 for Dorcas Hofstetter, leav-
ing for service at Timber Bay Home. • The New 
Covenant congregation, Quakertown, Pa., had a 
July 27 picnic at Memorial Park. • On July 2 
Marcia Mylin began as Director of Christian Edu-
cation for the Pequea church, Lancaster, Pa. The 
youth group and eight adults went July 27—Aug. 
3 to James Island, S.C. to repair housing under 
Mennonite Disaster Service (MDS). 
The Refton, Pa., congregation has decided to 
go ahead with the building of an all-purpose build-
ing at a possible cost of $530,000. • Pete and Mim 
Stern and a group of international students joined 
the all-church picnic July 28 of the Silverdale, Pa., 
congregation. • On July 7, 14 youth and 3 adults 
from the Souderton, Pa., congregation left to 
assist M D S in rebuilding a house. Children up to 
grade 6 were treated to a puppet show July 14 by 
the junior high Sunday school class on the parable 
of the Good Samaritan. • On July 28 the Speed-
well Heights congregation, Lititz, Pa., had a con-
gregational meeting to discuss worship order. July 
30 was a craft night. • Jay and Judy Smith, 
returned from Senegal, shared in the July 21 eve-
ning service of the Stowe, Pa., congregation. • The 
Summit View church, New Holland, Pa., hosted 
the regional Board for Evangelism and Church 
Planting on July 17. 
Canadian Conference 
"Faith for the Future" was the July 7 sermon 
delivered by Bishop Shaw to the Bridlewood con-
W. Edward Rickman 
named Director of 
Stewardship U.S.A. 
W. Edward Rickman has been ap-
pointed to the position of Director of 
Stewardship, U.S.A., effective July 22, 
1991. Ed brings to this position a back-
ground of preparation and experience 
which uniquely prepares him for effec-
tive stewardship promotion. 
During the past three years, he has 
served as Director of Development for 
Shalom Christian Academy in Cham-
bersburg, Pa. He has also served as 
treasurer of the Brethren in Christ Board 
for World Missions since 1983. From 
1975 to 1981, Ed served with World 
Gospel Mission in several areas of fund 
raising and public relations and for three 
years as Vice President of Homeland 
Ministries. 
In addition to these ministries, he has 
served Brethren in Christ pastorates in 
Rhodes, Iowa; Abilene, Kansas; Wain-
fleet, Ontario, Canada; and pioneered 
the planting of the West Side congrega-
tion near Chambersburg, Pa. 
As an outstanding speaker, Ed has a 
vision of communicating the steward-
ship message and promoting the posi-
tive ministries of the Brethren in Christ 
Church at home and abroad. He firmly 
believes that we, the Brethren in Christ, 
have a great ministry and we have the 
resources to perform this ministry to the 
glory of God. 
As Director of Stewardship, Ed will 
be available for pulpit supply in Brethren 
in Christ churches, as well as steward-
ship workshops and seminars in the 
local church. He will also be available to 
pastors and church leaders for consulta-
tion and planning in the area of budget-
ing for Cooperative Ministries and other 
stewardship concerns. 
Ed and his wife Martha have four 
children: Teresa Gilmore and Charles 
Rickman in Ontario, Canada; Chris, a 
student at the Hershey (Pa.) Medical 
School; and Tana at home. • 
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gregation, Agincourt, Ont. The Graham family, 
home f rom mission work among Chinese in Van-
couver, shared in the July 28 service. • Jean Miller 
f rom North Battleford led VBS Aug. 19-23 for the 
Delisle, Sask., congregation. Sunday school was 
suspended f rom July 7—Sept. 1 • On July 21, the 
Heise Hill congregation, Gormley, Ont.. heard 
reports f rom the Challenge '91 leadership retreat. 
Tim and Martha Giles and John and Esther 
Edmonds were July 28 missions speakers. • Pastor 
Lough of the Kindersley, Sask., congregation 
recently presented a home video made at Navajo 
Mission. Farmers in the congregation were urged 
to boycott Hoechst chemicals, makers of RV-486 
human infanticide pill. 
The June 30 and Aug. 4 services of the Lakeside 
congregation, Calgary, Alb., were held at Hulls 
Wood Ampitheatre. Wycliffe Bible translators 
Stewart and Edith Nelson spoke in the July 14 
service. • On July 14 Raymond Strom, Calgary 
area Director of the Creation Science Assoc. of 
Alberta, shared a Bible message with the North 
East Community church, Calgary. • James Sider, 
Allan Heise, Glenn Smith, and Myron Hoover 
filled the pulpit July 1-15 for the Oak Ridges, Ont., 
congregation. The July 15-19 DVBS was "Son-
ward Ho!" • The Port Colborne, Ont. congrega-
tion had a family campout July 26-28 at Byng 
Park, Dunnville. • The New Light music team 
from Messiah College ministered July 25 to the 
Ridgemount congregation, Hamilton, Ont. VBS 
was Aug. 3-9. 
Dave Kendrick, representative to the Canadian 
Bible Society, led the July 7 evening service for the 
Sherkston, Ont., congregation. • The Springvale, 
Ont., congregation recently had Seniors' Sunday 
with special recognitions and a noon meal. A 
youth campout was July 26-28. • The youth of the 
Stayner, Ont., congregation attended the Amy 
Grant concert July 20 at Canada's Wonderland. 
July 6 was the church picnic. • The summer ser-
mon series for the Upper Oaks congregation, 
Oakville, Ont., was "How to Enjoy the Rest of 
Your Life" f rom Philippians. • "More Than a 
Champion" was shown July 14 at the Wainfleet, 
Ont., church after a family picnic on the church 
lawn. • The film "Bamboo in Winter," relating 
conditions of current believers in China, was 
shown July 14, missions night at the Westheights 
church, Kitchener, Ont. 
Central Conference 
The youth of the Amherst congregation, Mas-
sillon, Ohio, restocked the Food Pantry by having 
a community scavenger hunt, a novel idea that 
netted over 170 canned food items. • The Ashland, 
Ohio, congregation has a new pastor's study in 
memory of Emerson D. and Harriet W. Kohler, 
given by their children. Luke Keefer, Jr. spoke at a 
July 24 carry-in dinner about their trip to England. 
• Dean and Marie Parry, two-term missionaries at 
Macha Hospital, spoke at the Aug. 11 mission 
rally of the Beulah Chapel congregation, Spring-
field, Ohio. « The Pathfinders Class of the Chris-
tian Union church, Garrett, Ind., enjoyed a camp-
ing weekend July 13-14. • John and Esther 
Edmonds spoke in late June of their work in 
Malawi to the Fairview congregation, Englewood, 
Ohio. 
The youth group of the Highland church, West 
Milton, Ohio, had a progressive dinner on bikes in 
late June. They also sponsored a cotton candy 
stand in the park on July 4. • The Lakeview 
church, Goodrich, Mich., heard a "You Asked 
For It" summer sermon series. A farewell potluck 
dinner was held for Rosie Huntoon on July 14. • 
Over 180 persons attended the closing program for 
VBS at the Mooretown church, Sandusky, Mich. 
Thirty some workers from the Sippo Valley con-
gregation, Ohio, installed the ceiling drywall in the 
new church sanctuary. • John Weaver was in-
stalled July 7 as part-time assistant pastor of the 
Nappanee, Ind., church. Approximately 80 per-
sons enjoyed a Good News Carnival on July 10. 
Guest speaker on July 14 at the Pleasant Hill, 
Ohio, church was Ray Johnson of Grace Brethren 
Church. The July 21 speaker was Jacob Shenk, 
pastor of Mpopoma Brethren in Christ in Bula-
wayo, Zimbabwe. • Neighborhood Bible Clubs 
were held July 15-19 in homes of several members 
of the Sippo Valley church, Massillon. Ohio. On 
July 21 Joy Glick shared about recent work with 
Operation Mobilization. • Proceeds of $300 from 
a church bazaar in J une will go toward the Sept. 13 
ladies' retreat of the Western Hills church, Cincin-
nati, Ohio. 
Midwest Conference 
Floyd and Thelma Longenecker showed slides 
of their work trip to Venezuela on July 7 to the 
Abilene, Kan., congregation and June 30 to the 
Mt. View congregation, Colorado Springs, Colo. 
Two members from Mt. View also accompanied 
the work crew. • On July 26 the Oak Park congre-
gation, Des Moines, Iowa, had a farewell for Ray 
and Winnie Hock. • The Oklahoma City, Okla., 
congregation heard a "You Asked For It" sermon 
series in July and August. Loy Watson was the 
July 14 guest speaker. • Mr. and Mrs. Floyd Stites 
of the Rosebank congregation, Hope, Kan., cele-
brated their 50th wedding anniversary with a 
reception on July 7. Pastor Bob Lister and family 
attended July 15-20 youth camp in Oklahoma. • 
The Zion congrega t ion , Abilene, ga thered 
the evening of July 21 for reports on youth camp 
and a pie and ice cream fundraiser. The church has 
purchased a 12-passenger van. 
Pacific Conference 
The New Community congregation, Pomona, 
Calif., sponsors a weekly Discovery meeting for 
people who have grown up in families with addic-
tions or abuse. • The video "The Hiding Place" 
was shown in three parts July 14,21, and 28 to the 
Pacific Highway congregation, Salem, Ore. • The 
Riverside, Calif., church has added a Girls' Club to 
its Boystown and Jr. High ministries. A church 
painting day and general council meeting were 
July 20. • Carl Walters resigned as Director of 
Music Ministries of the Upland, Calif., church as 
of the end of June. Paul Fretz gave a report f rom 
China after a July 7 potluck dessert fellowship. 
Southeast Conference 
Ken and Wanda Gibson began pastoral minis-
try in mid-July at the Dayspring Covenant church, 
Harrisonburg, Va. • A $2,000 memorial gift has 
been received by the Holden Park congregation, 
Orlando, Fla., for development and beautification 
of the area between the sanctuary and educational 
building. • A surprise 25th wedding anniversary 
reception was given July 21 at the Pomeroy 
Chapel church, Smithville, Tenn., for Rev. and 
M rs. Larry Steffee. It was hosted by their children, 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Steffee and Melissa Steffee. 
• Shirley Johnson spoke July 28 to the Winches-
ter, Va., congregation about her work in Bangkok, 
Thailand. Bishop Cober spoke on July 14. 
Susquehanna Conference 
The Big Valley congregation, Belleville, Pa., 
sponsored tent meetings beginning July 21 with 
evangelist Bruce Grove and the Hetrick Family 
Singers. • On July 7 Elbert Smith brought the 
message and presided over communion service for 
Evangelism Consultation 
February 10-12 , 1 9 9 2 
Kenbrook Bible C a m p 
Lebanon, Pa. 
Workshops • Prayer Times • Quiet Moments 
Resource person: Dr. Henry J. Schmidt 
Evangelistic Church Growth Consultant 
Goal: For every participant to identify 
one area in evangelism where he or she 
will take specific steps. 
Sponsored by the 
General Conference Board of Evangelism and Church Planting 
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the Carlisle, Pa., congregation. Richard Love 
joined the staff as church business administrator 
on July 1. • On July 14 Kerry Bender spoke and 
showed slides of his service trip to Romania to the 
Cedar Grove congregation, Mifflintown, Pa. • 
Furloughing missionaries Bruce and Merly Bundy 
f rom Spain brought the July 7 message to the 
Cedar Heights congregation, Mill Hall, Pa. • The 
Cumberland Valley congregation, Dillsburg, Pa., 
sponsored a canoe trip on the Susquehanna River 
July 19-21. "By the King's Command," a comedy 
on the book of Esther written and produced by 
Diane Schwartz, was presented July 28 by resi-
dents and staff of Paxton Street Home. 
A surprise retirement supper and microwave 
oven were given recently to Pastor John and 
Dorothy Fries of the Dillsburg, Pa., church. He 
will continue as part-time chaplain at Messiah 
Village. • Nine adults were baptized this summer 
at the Fairview church, Reeser's Summit, Pa. The 
Kerstetter Family Singers presented the July 14 
morning service. • On July 17 the M P F of the 
Grantham, Pa., church hosted Erma and K. B. 
Hoover, recently returned from their year at 
Youngways Guest House, Zimbabwe. Various 
youth of the congregation went on mission trips to 
Baltimore; Washington, D.C.; Chicago; and 
Houghton, N.Y. • The VBS offering of the Jemi-
son Valley congregation, Westfield, Pa., went to 
Bibles for China. 
"God Uses Small Things" was the theme of the 
July 8-12 VBS of the Marsh Creek church, How-
ard, Pa. • Doris Barr began recently as part-time 
director of children's ministries for the Mechan-
icsburg, Pa., congregation. The Jacobs Brothers 
were in concert July 21. • The Paxton Street 
Home residents presented their drama on the 
book of Esther on July 14 to the Messiah Village 
church, Mechanicsburg. • Robert and Linda Fin-
ley were installed June 23 as part-time pastoral 
couple of the Wesley church, Mt. Holly Springs, 
Pa. Rev. Finley will continue as full-time field 
representative for Messiah Village. 
wmmmmmmmmamammmK^m^m 
Thank you to all of you correspondents 
who, nameless to us though some of you are, 
continue to contributefaithfully each month 
to the ministry of the Visitor. 
For the Record 
Births 
Alten: Marcee Anna, June 23; Chris and San-
dra (Van Dyke) Alten, Upland congregation, 
Calif. 
Anderson: Sara Louise, June 26; Dan and 
Sheila (Cober) Anderson, Westheights congrega-
tion, Ont. 
Baughn: Kelli Jean, May 26; James and Jean 
Baughn, Fairview congregation, Ohio. 
Book: Rochelle Lynne, June 21; Michael and 
Kay (Herr) Book, Mt. Pleasant congregation, Pa. 
Bowman: Samantha Sue, May 16; Samson 
and Jenny (Mikesell) Bowman, Highland congre-
gation, Ohio. 
Buckwalter: Alicia Joy, June 13; Arlin and 
Ruth (Eberly) Buckwalter, Mt. Pleasant congre-
gation, Pa. 
Byers: Natali, May 29; Phil and Doreen Byers, 
Malawi. 
Christensen: Kadin Hanson, May 30; Eric and 
Denise (Groff) Christensen, Manheim congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Cranston: Mary Catherine, June 26; Fred and 
Diane Cranston, Upper Oaks congregation, Ont. 
Dalton: Zachary Lindsey, June 10; Woody and 
Kim (Williams) Dalton, Harrisburg congregation, 
Pa. 
Dohner: Emily Joy, June 28; Keith and Deb 
Dohner, Ashland congregation, Ohio. 
Eby: George Emerson V; July 11; George and 
Serena (Grimm) Eby, Elizabethtown congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Ehrhart: Vanessa Anne, July 17; Bryan and 
Stephanie (Hawthorne) Ehrhart, Cross Roads 
congregation, Pa. 
Erisman: Emily Kay, July 21; Jeffrey and 
Dawn (Budesheim) Erishman, Manor congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Fulp: Krishauna Marie, June 10; Daryl and 
Wanda (Musser) Fulp, Highland congregation, 
Ohio. 
Gerhart: Drew Michael, July 18; David and 
Rebecca (Fisher) Gerhart, Millersville congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Gilbert: Nathan James, June 26; Jim and Kathy 
(Wetzel) Gilbert, Van Lear congregation, Md. 
Heberlig: Philip Kyle, June 20; Rodney and 
Janet Heberlig, Mt. Rock congregation, Pa. 
Heisey: Mitchell Scott, July 16; Lowell and 
Sherri (Martin) Heisey, Cross Roads congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Herr: Joseph Paul, July 5; Marvin and Shirley 
(Siegrist) Herr, Pequea congregation, Pa. 
Hess: Mark Jeffrey, May 30; Barry and Jody 
Hess, Fairland congregation, Pa. 
Kaltreider: Tyler Lynn, July 17; Jeff and Tina 
(Hoffman) Kaltreider, Elizabethtown congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Kaufman: Michael David, June 14; Roger and 
Sandy Kaufman, Union Grove congregation, lnd. 
Kell: Ryan Michael, May 29; John and Amy 
(Downin) Kell, Five Forks congregation. Pa. 
Knoblauch: Ysable Shiralee, May 5; Martin 
and Judy Knoblauch, Westheights congregation, 
Ont. 
Lenehan: Jakab Eli, June 13; Steve and Shawn 
(Benjamin) Lenehan, Mt. View congregation, 
Colo. 
Mellinger: Jennifer Nicole, May 26; Carl and 
Janet Mellinger, Mechanicsburg congregation. 
Pa. 
Moore: Victoria LaNelle, June 15; Harold and 
Joy (Ebersole) Moore, Mechanicsburg congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Newton: Spencer William, July 20; Jack and 
Mary (McLeod) Newton, Oak Ridges congrega-
tion, Ont. 
Norton: Ashley Maria, July 1; John and Tina 
(Wenger) Norton, Manor congregation. Pa. 
Ostroski: Megan Virginia, Mar. 5; Barry and 
Ginny (Crist) Ostroski, Skyline View congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Peck: Leah Rae, June 19; Tim and Kim Peck, 
Five Forks congegation. Pa. 
Price: Tyler Richard, June 30; Crystal Price, 
New Covenant congregation. Pa. 
Rook: Kendra Leann, June 28; Stephen and 
Cerina Rook, Air Hill congregation, Pa. 
Roush: Kayla Kathleen, July 21; Dale and 
y/o u are 
table---
. u e a r n h o ^ o u o r n G o d Mennonite 
asasacreoy q Centra) 
For more information, including menu ideas and names V ^ J Committee 
of story tellers in your area, contact the MCC office nearest you. ^ 
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Rebecca (Musser) Roush, Elizabethtown congre-
gation, Pa. 
Sauder: Col ton Timothy, May 26; Timothy 
and Kathy (Gantz) Sauder, Manheim congrega-
t ion, Pa. 
Short: Braden Tanner , May 14; Doug and 
Cindy Short , Lakeside congregation. Alb. 
Smeltz: Abigail Leah, July 23, Luke and Kelly 
Smeltz, Free Grace congregation. Pa. 
Smith: Elyse Daniel le , May 8; J a m e s and 
Wendy Smith , Manhe im congregation. Pa. 
Stambaugh: David Merlin, July 1; Merlin and 
R o x a n e (Yoder) S tambaugh , Winchester congre-
gat ion, Va. 
Stump: Elaina Leigh, Mar . 18; Nelson and 
Kaye (Engle) S tump, Upland congregation, Calif. 
Trautwein: Kayla Renee, May 27; Karl and 
Kathleen Trautwein, Upland congregation, Calif. 
Wagner: Danielle Amanda , June 22; Michael 
and Christ ine (Stone) Wagner, Conoy congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Winger: Kurtis Anthony, June 9; Ken and 
S h a r o n Winger , Western Hills congrega t ion , 
Ohio. 
Wolgemuth: Drew Ethan, July 24; Jesse and 
Laura (Hei tzman) Wolgemuth, Cross Roads con-
gregation, Pa. 
W e d d i n g s 
Basom-Stambaugh: Angela, daughter of Elvin 
and Jean S tambaugh , Dover , Pa., and Brent, son 
of Barry and Barbara Basom, Mechanicsburg, 
Pa., J u n e 29, at Church of the Open D o o r with 
Rev. Dona ld Wagner and Rev. Kenneth Hepner 
officiating. 
Benjamin-Riemenschneider: Denise Renee, 
daugh te r of Mr. and Mrs. Richard Riemen-
schneider. Rocky Ford , Colo., and Ian, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. J im Benjamin, C o l o r a d o Springs, Colo-
rado , J u n e 15 at Rocky Ford Mennoni te Church 
with Rev. Isaak officiating. 
Christiensen-Minter: S i lynda , d a u g h t e r of 
Mark and Glenna Minter , Abilene. Kan., and 
Shane, son of Joseph and Margie Christiensen, 
Abilene, July 12, at Zion Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. David Wine officiating. 
Dengler-Krivitsky: Annette R„ daughter of Al-
bert and J u n k o Krivitsky, Everett, Wash. , and 
David F., son of Frantz and Mir iam Dengler, 
Lebanon , Pa., J u n e 8, at Calvary Church with 
Rev. Earl Hess officiating. 
Edwards-Shew: Christ ie Lynn, daugh te r of 
Melvin and Mary Shew, Chambersburg, Pa., and 
David Lynn, son of Albert and Zella Edwards, 
Chambersburg, June 1, at Chambersburg Brethren 
in Chr i s t C h u r c h wi th Rev. D o u g Kelchner 
officiating. 
Forsee-Kindy: Mar tha Mae, daughter of David 
and Alta Kindy, Freeland, Mich., and J o h n Paul, 
son of J o h n and Lorna Forsee, Batavia, Ohio , 
J u n e 22, at Our Redeemer Church with Rev. Ken-
neth Stetler and Rev. Bedsaul Agee officiating. 
Gilmore-Wiebe: Lillian, daughter of Henry and 
Annie Wiebe, Wainfleet, Ont. , and Randy Clif-
fo rd , son of J o h n and Luella Gilmore, Wainfleet, 
June 1, at Wainfleet Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. Bill Johns ton officiating. 
Gochnauer-Rosenberry: Lugene Renee. daugh-
ter of John and Nancy Rosenberry, Manheim, 
Pa., and Steven Lamar , son of John and the late 
Marian Gochnauer , Manheim, July 20, at Eliza-
bethtown Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
Preston Parthemer officiating. 
Hess-Herry: Bridget Herry and Duane Hess, 
June 29, at Manhe im Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. Keith Tyson officiating. 
Loreman-Sheffield: Kathy, daughter of Wil-
liam and Leona Sheffield, Canterbury, Conn. , and 
Larry, son of James and Sonya Loreman, Jones-
town, Pa., June 22, at Calvary Chapel , with Rev. 
William Hamburg officiating. 
Main-Vachon: Cindy, daughter of Elaine and 
Guy Vachon, Wainfleet, Ont. , and Shawn Leroy, 
son of James and Sandra Main, Wainfleet, June 
30, at Wainfleet Brethren in Christ Church with 
Rev. Bill Johns ton and Rev. W. Edward Rickman 
officiating. 
Miller-Reese: Kathryn Jean Reese, daughter of 
Walter W. L., and Helen Marie Brownson, How-
ard, Pa., and T h o m a s LeRoy, son of George R. 
and Vivian P. Miller, Lock Haven, Pa., Aug. 1, at 
Cedar Heights Brethren in Christ Church with 
Rev. J o h n L. Bundy officiating. 
Myers-Helman: Pam. daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Elwood Helman, Waynesboro, Pa., and 
Nevin, son of Mr. and Mrs. Norman Myers, 
Chambersburg , Pa., July 14, at Five Forks Breth-
ren in Christ Church with Rev. Wilbur Besecker 
officiating. 
Osisek-Hoffer: Kay Louise Hoffer, daughter of 
Donald and Jane Mimnall , Washington Boro, 
Pa. , and David A., son of Harry and Sally Osisek, 
Roswell, Ga.. July 6, at Manor Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. J a m e s Scott and Rev. J ames 
Lefever officiating. 
Reimer-Sider: Jennie Beth, daughter of J o h n 
and Ethel Sider, Mexico City, Mexico, and Terry 
Wayne, son of Peter and Betty Ann Reimer, Por t 
Rowan , Ont . , June 29, at Port Rowan Mennoni te 
Brethren Church with Rev. J o h n R. Sider, Rev. 
Darrell Winger, and Rev. Amie Neufeld officiating. 
Rohrer-Lippiatt: Kimberly Lynne, daughter of 
Kimber and Linda Lippiatt . Moun t Joy, Pa„ and 
Randall L., son of H. Kermit and J. Elaine Roh-
rer, Columbia, Pa., July 26, at Manor Brethren in 
Chr is t C h u r c h with Rev. R o b e r t L. Sheetz 
officiating. 
Selkirk-Paulus: S h e r r y Sue , d a u g h t e r of 
Denver and Jean Paulus, West Milton, Ohio, and 
Chris topher W., son of Nancy Selkirk, Hunting-
ton, N.Y., June 29, at Highland Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Clark L. Miller and Rev. J. Earl 
Mart in , Jr . , officiating. 
Sider-Wall: Karen Marie, daughter of John 
and Susie Wall, Port Burwell, Ont. , and Steven 
Ray, son of Harvey and Erma Sider, For t Erie, 
Ont . , June 22, at the Mennoni te Brethren Church 
with Rev. Randy Friesen and Rev. Harvey Sider 
officiating. 
Thompson-Brown: Darla , daughter of Paul 
and Joyce Brown, Abilene, Kan., and Phillip, son 
of Allvin and Linda Thompson , Benton, Kent., 
and Ruby Carpenter , Springfield, Mo., June 11, at 
Zion Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Ron 
Bowell officiating. 
Walter-Thomas: Michaela Lee, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Edwin O. Thomas , Garret t . Ind., 
and Kenneth Lee, son of Mr. and Mrs. M a x E. 
Walter, Garrett , June 22, at Pine Hills Mennonite 
Church wtih Rev. Garland Whitt ington and Rev. 
Marlin Ressler officiating. 
Whittington-Spencer: Kimberly Beth, daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Spencer. Colorado 
Springs, Colo., and Burnham E. Whit t ington, son 
of Garland and Virginia Whitt ington, Garrett , 
Ind., June 15 at Mt. View Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Garland Whittington officiating. 
Wicks-Hamblin: Tammy Michelle, daughter 
of Calvin and Ann Hamblin, Massillon, Ohio, and 
Timothy Daniel, son of D a n and Lois Wicks, 
Johns town, Pa., July 13, at Patterson Memoria l 
Grace Brethren Church with Rev. Calvin H a m -
blin and Rev. H. F. Hogan officiating. 
O b i t u a r i e s 
Alderfer: Owen H. Alderfer, born June 7,1923, 
at Upland, Calif., son of Hiram and Mary Frymire 
Alderfer, died of cancer June 4 at Messiah Village. 
On June 15, 1945, he married Ardis Witter, who 
survives along with a daughter , Jill Crider; a son, 
Eric; and four grandchildren. Also surviving are 









Lancaster Host Resort 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania 
Good service is simply 
good business. 
But should Christians go beyond 
pleasing customers and clients? 
What does the Bible say about 
sacrificial, second-mile service? 
How should the call to servanthood 
impact all our business dealings . . . 
with employees, partners, suppliers 
and competitors? 
What does it mean to serve — the 
Jesus way — in business? 
If these questions interest you, 
you're heartily invited to 
meda convention 91. 
For further information and registration contact: 
meda convention '91 
12 Greenfield Road 
Lancaster, PA 17602-3312 
Phone: (717) 399-9440 
Fax:(717) 399-9442 
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E.V. Timelines 
100 Years Ago 
Sept. 1, 1891 issue—under "Things to Be Regretted"—". . . that the church 
services these warm summer days become so much of a secondary matter 
. . . , that people under the plea of medicine use so many things that have 
become habit to them and is only an injury to their body and soul, among 
them . . . opium and other drugs." 
Sept. 15,1891 issue—Editor Davidson apparently was not above trying some 
innovative marketing strategies. He offers the book Drummond's Addresses 
(worth 75 cents) to all agents who send in five new subscriptions. He also 
offered three months'free "papers" with each yearly subscription costing one 
dollar. 
75 Years Ago 
Sept. 4,1916 issue—Two reports from women missionaries: "No doubt many 
of our readers have heard of the much suffering caused by the extreme heat in 
our city. . . . The death rate exceeded that of many years."(Sr. Sarah Bert 
and workers, Halstead Street, Chicago) 
"Evening before last 1 was interrupted in my writing. For some cause I 
turned my face toward the door and there I saw a large snake crawling from 
dining room to the verandah. 1 called for help but it slipped out from under the 
weapons and got away. The next day we made a search for it and found it 
under a box in one of the bedrooms. This time it was captured. It was six feet 
three and three-fourths inches long and two inches in diameter. We continue 
to solicit your prayers. Your sister in Christ, Effie Rohrer" (India). 
50 Years Ago 
Sept. 8, 1941 issue—"Word has just come from the British and Foreign Bible 
Society that the premises of their bindery in the south of London has been 
almost totally destroyed through enemy action. . . . The stock of Scriptures 
(about $100,000) was lost." 
25 Years Ago 
Sept. 12, 1966 issue—Below a picture of the Frank Kipe family, the caption 
reads, "Rev. Kipe to be Headmaster at Livingstone Training School." 
Also in the news section, "The Brethren in Christ Church radio program. 
The Gospel Tide Hour, is being released over Radio Station WWVA, Wheel-
ing, W.V. . . . The staff . . . is quite anxious to know who is able to hear 
the broadcast . . . Letters and cards are solicited." 
10 Years Ago 
Sept. 25, 1981 issue— Under "Missions Personnel Notes, ""David and Patri-
cia Miller are assigned as the founding couple of a new church planting 
mission in Quebec, Canada. . . . The newest member of the mission staff in 
Japan is Steve Holland. [He is] a recent graduate of Wheaton College with a 
degree in psychology and Bible." 
his mother; a brother, James; and two sisters, 
Pauline Landis and Elsie Zook. A brother, Eldon, 
preceded him in death. 
He graduated in 1945 
f rom Upland College, in 
1951 from Asbury Seminary, 
and in 1964 from Claremont 
Graduate School and Uni-
versity Center where he ob-
tained a Ph.D. He was a 
research fellow in 1974-75 
at Yale University Divinity 
School, and attended the 
Institute of Holy Lands Studies, Jerusalem, in 
1979. He was an elementary school teacher from 
1946-48 in Corcoran, Calif., and pastored for 12 
years at the Moreno, Waukena, Mt. Baldy (Calif.), 
and Springfield, Ohio, churches. Most recently he 
served as interim pastor at the Manor church. Pa. 
He was Professor of Philosophy and Religion, 
1955-65, at Upland College; Professor of Church 
History, 1965-80, at Ashland Seminary; Chair of 
the Dept. of Religion and Philosophy at Messiah 
College, and C. N. Hostetter, Jr.. Professor of 
Theology, 1980-84. Heservedas Bishop of Central 
Conference from 1984 until 1990. The honors be-
stowed upon him and his scholarly writings are 
numerous. He described his work as bishop in 
these words: "to pastor pastors—to help them be 
the most they can be in their personal lives, their 
families, and their work . . . to help them have 
visions and dream dreams and to find ways of 
bringing these to fulfillment in the work of the 
kingdom." He defined his life purpose as "finding 
and enabling persons for Christian ministry." 
The funeral service was held at the Grantham 
church with Rev. Robert B. Ives, Rev. Robert 
Lehman, and Rev. John Byers officiating. Inter-
ment was in Grantham cemetery. Memorial con-
tributions may be sent to the Ministerial Training 
Fund. Jacob Engle Foundation. 
Tribute 
The Brethren in Christ Church has upon it the 
indelible influence of Brother Owen Alderfer. This 
"man of all seasons" has mentored many disciples. 
As a college and seminary professor, he has a 
legacy of students f rom coast to coast in North 
America. As a respected teacher he was affection-
ately called "Dr. A." 
As a scholar of history, he has given a host of 
ministers and others a deep appreciation of our 
heritage. 
As a pastor, he modeled compassion and 
caring. 
As a moderator. General Secretary, and bishop, 
he served us as a beloved leader. 
As a writer, he articulated our distinctive doc-
trines in numerous articles and books. 
As a trusted colleague, he shared wisdom and 
insight with sisters and brothers on multiple 
boards and committees. 
As a husband and father and grandfather, he 
displayed the value of family life and relationships. 
As a preacher and teacher, he expounded the 
Scriptures with clarity and a call to commitment. 
As an open friend, persons of all ages sought 
him in times of need. 
Out of concern for better equipped pastors, 
Owen gave extra energy to credentialling of minis-
ters. In times of trouble and conflict his counsel 
was a comfort. 
And last, but not least, our tall, strong brother 
was an example of faith and courage in the cruci-
ble of illness and suffering. 
Owen was a tall man and cast a long shadow on 
our pathway. We treasure that trust and confi-
dence he extended as he walked among us. We 
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express our gratitude for the gift of what he often 
called "the brotherhood mindset." It was a way of 
life he left for us to follow. In behalf of the 
Brethren in Christ Church family, we thank God 
for Owen who was truly a brother in Christ. 
R. Donald Shafer, 
General Secretary 
Cook: Nettie M. Cook, born Aug. 7, 1898, 
daughter of Francis and Orpha Miller, died July 8. 
Preceding her in death were a brother, Orel; and 4 
sisters, Cora Brechbill, Ada Deihl, Pearl Grogg, 
and Florence Dawson. Surviving are her husband, 
Samuel Cook; 2 sons, Lee and Lorin; 2 daughters, 
Helen Eshleman and Virginia White; 15 grand-
children; and 17 great-grandchildren. Nettie was a 
homemaker and a Sunday school teacher at the 
Christian Union Church, Garrett, Ind., where the 
funeral was held with Rev. Garland Whittington 
officiating. Interment was in the church cemetery. 
Derr: Harry E. Derr, 94, son of Henry M. and 
Anna Bell Derr, died July 9. Preceding him in 
death was his first wife, Mable G. (Hoffman). 
Surviving are his wife, Miriam (Shaffner); 3 sons, 
Carl H„ Harry H„ and Wilbert H.; 3 daughters, 
Grace H. Espenshade, Pauline H. Metheny, and 
Doris H. Kreider; 4 stepsons, Robert S„ Richard 
S„ Kenneth S. and Donald S. Emenheiser; a step-
daughter, Doris Byrne; 23 grandchildren; 41 great-
grandchildren; 5 great-great-grandchildren; 13 
stepgrandchildren; 11 stepgreat-grandchildren; 
and 2 brothers, William E. and Cyrus. He was a 
member of the Elizabethtown, Pa., congregation, 
retired f rom 25 years as assistant foreman of the 
Olmstead Air Force Base heating plant, and a 
member of the Milton Grove Sportman's Assoc. 
The funeral was held at the Frank S. Miller Fu-
neral Home with Rev. Jerel Book officiating. 
Interment was in West Green Tree Cemetery. 
Forry: A n n a For ry , born Nov. 28, 1899, 
daughter of Henry and Emma (Bradley) Peters, 
died June 13. She was preceded in death by her 
first husband, Harry Watson; her second hus-
band, Benjamin Forry; a brother, Pharses Peters; 
and a sister, Mary Peters. Surviving are a son, 
Marvin Watson; a foster daughter, Helen Landis; 
3 stepsons, Irvin, Henry, and Musser Forry; 2 
stepdaughters, Anna Mary Lehman, and Miriam 
Forry; 3 grandchildren; 3 foster grandchildren; 11 
stepgrandchildren; 3 great-grandchildren; 14 step-
great-grandchildren; and 2 sisters, Susie Keefer 
and Ruth Boose. Anna, an artist and seamstress, 
was a resident of Messiah Village for 10 years. She 
was a member of the Mt. Pleasant congregation, 
Pa., where the funeral was held with Rev. Jerel 
Book and Rev. Robert Lehman officiating. Inter-
ment was in the church cemetery. 
Heisey: C. Ray Heisey, born June 1, 1899, in 
Salem, Ohio, died Mar. 11. Surviving are his wife, 
Lista (Martin); 3 daughters, Eleanor Lehman, 
Thelma Book, and Joyce Hostetler; one son, 
Chester; 10 grandchildren; and 3 great-grand-
children. He was a minister of the Brethren in 
Christ Church for more than 70 years, having 
served as pas tor fo r the 
Highland and Springfield 
churches, Ohio; at Upland, 
Calif.; and Elizabethtown 
and Conoy in Pa. He retired 
f r o m active pastor ing in 
1966 and moved to Califor-
nia, but was very active in 
teaching Sunday school, fill-
ing pulpits for vacationing 
pastors, and giving Bible seminars. In 1971, 
through the sponsorship of the western churches, 
he was able to fulfill a long-standing dream of 
travel to Japan. There he visited all the Brethren in 
Christ churches as well as a friend from his college 
days, Pastor Ogo Nakada. The funeral was held at 
the Upland Church where he was a member with 
Rev. Aaron Stern, Rev. Walter Winger, Rev. J. 
Ralph Wenger, and Rev. Robert Hempy officiat-
ing. Interment was in Bellevue Mausoleum. 
Tribute 
C. Ray Heisey was converted at the age of nine 
and baptized shortly thereafter. In November 
1924 he married Lista, his faithful companion for 
more than 66 years. Brother Heisey was a devoted 
husband and caring father to four children. In 
1925 he was ordained to the Christian ministry 
and became actively involved in evangelistic out-
reach. In the decades of the '40s, '50s, and '60s, 
Rev. Heisey provided pastoral leadership to sev-
eral churches as well as valuable service on the 
Extension Board. It has been said of Brother Hei-
sey that his goal in life was "to reach people with 
the good news of Jesus Christ." 
Rev. Heisey dearly loved the Bible, the Brethren 
in Christ Church, and his Lord. He was an excel-
Annual Meeting 
Brethren in Christ Historical Society 
Abilene and Brown County, Kansas 
October 5 and 6,1991 
October 5, in Abilene 
9:00-12:00 a.m. Bus tour of historic Brethren in Christ places. Meet at the 
Abilene church. A nominal charge will be made to cover cost of 
transportation. 
12:00-3:00 p.m. Open time. Participants are responsible for their own lunches. 
3:00-4:30 p.m. Program at Sterl Hall. E. Morris Sider, chairman 
Brief business meeting 
Three Midwest Leaders Remembered 
Henry Landis of Iowa (by John Rosenberry) 
Samuel Zook of Kansas (by Mabel Zook) 
D. R. Eyster of Oklahoma (by Mary Lady) 
Release of history of the Kansas church written by Wilma I. 
(Wenger) Musser 
5:30 p.m. Picnic on grounds near Sterl Hall (a small donation for the 
meal will be received from participants) 
7:30-9:00 p.m. Program at Sterl Hall, Arthur M. Climenhaga, chairman 
Old-time gospel singing led by Henry Landis 
"Makers of Memories," a play about M. G. and Anna (Kray-
bill) Engle written and acted by Don and Marlene Shafer 
October 6 
Abilene 
Homecoming services on Sunday morning in the Abilene, 
Rosebank and Zion churches. A potluck meal at noon will be 
provided at each church for all who attend. 
Brown County 
5:30 p.m. Lunch and memorial service at the site of the former Pleasant 
Hill church in Brown County. For directions, write to Austin 
Heise, Rt. 3, Hiawatha, KS 66434, phone (913) 459-2839 
Visitors from outside the Abilene area are asked to inform the local committee if 
they require lodging, and if they plan to be at the picnic on Saturday evening. Write 
or telephone Henry Landis at 1005 N. Buckeye, Abilene KS 67410, (913)263-1289. 
Wilma Musser will be available Saturday afternoon and evening to autograph 
copies of the Kansas history. 
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lent Bible teacher, was conscientious, and modeled 
integrity. He lived simply with a profound faith in 
God as his Provider. Being gentle and kind in 
spirit, Bro. Heisey was a peacemaker. 
Today we share the loss of one who has com-
pleted his earthly journey. Let us give thanks for 
his example of godly living among us. We have the 
assurance that he is today with the Savior whom 
he loved and faithfully served for more than 82 
years. Indeed he has entered into the joy of his 
Lord! 
Louis O. Cober 
Bishop, Pacific Conference 
McDonald: Helen McDonald, born July 31, 
1906, daughter of Harry and Annette Schoening 
Scarf, died July 13. Preceding her in death was her 
husband, Lloyd Franklin McDonald. Surviving 
are several nieces and nephews. She was an 
antique dealer, and a volunteer at Columbia Hos-
pital and area nursing homes. During WWII she 
served as a caseworker with the American Red 
Cross. She attended the Manor congregation, Pa. 
The funeral was held at Gundel Funeral Home 
with Rev. Robert W. Hempy officiating. Inter-
ment was in Masonville Mennonite Cemetery. 
Newmyer: G. Edward Newmyer, born Feb. 17, 
1908, in Harrisburg, Pa., died June 28. Surviving 
are his wife, Lydia(Yoder);2sons, Edward R. and 
David J.; a daughter, Arlene R. Kanagy; 8 step-
children; 11 grandchildren; 3 great-grandchildren; 
and several nieces and nephews. He was employed 
for 20 years by an implement dealer and later by 
Harrisburg State Hospital farm. He was a member 
of the Messiah Village Church. The funeral was 
held at Stone and Murray Funeral Home with 
Rev. Avery Musser officiating. Interment was in 
Crossroads Cemetery, York Co., Pa. 
Norman: Claude B. Norman, born Apr. 8, 
1901, son of Charles W. and Eva T. Jennings 
Norman, in White City, Kan., died July 17. 
Preceding him in death were his first wife, Clara 
(Engel); and two brothers, Arthur and Mont. Sur-
viving are his second wife, Irene (Schlesener); a 
son, Charles A.; a daughter, Erma Norman; a 
grandson, Stanley; three great-grandchildren; and 
three stepchildren. For many years he operated a 
dairy. He was a lover of children. He attended the 
Abilene, Kan., congregation. The funeral was held 
at the Rosebank church with Rev. Henry F. Lan-
dis officiating. Interment was in the Rosebank 
cemetery. 
Oaks: J. Monroe Oaks, born Dec. 8, 1898, in 
Sparta, Tenn., died on July 4. Preceding him in 
death were his first wife, Hazel (Eshelman); and a 
son, Paul. Surviving are his second wife, Margaret 
M. (Lehner); a son, Galen M.; a daughter, I la J. 
Brubaker; 8 grandchildren; and 17 great-grand-
children. His vocation included building and farm-
ing. He was a deacon at the Amherst church, 
Ohio, for 15 years, and held a ministerial license 
from Bible Covenant Church. Greenfield, Ind. He 
and Margaret served for over 13 years in a mission 
church in Kentucky. He was a member of the 
Green Spring congregation. Pa., and the Messiah 
Village congregation. The funeral was held in the 
Messiah Village chapel with Rev. J. Robert Leh-
man and Rev. Robert Stone officiating. Interment 
was in Pleasant View Mennonite Cemetery, North 
Lawrence, Ohio. 
Pierce: Ralph E. Pierce, born April 8,1911, son 
of Abraham L. and Frances K. (Stubbs) Pierce, 
died June 4. He was preceded in death by four 
sisters, Elizabeth Garwick, Mable Foster, Evelyn 
Brown, and Leila Miller; and three brothers, 
Chester, Ray, and Bernard. Surviving are his wife, 
Mary; a son, Glen; a daughter, Carol Beth Still; six 





by W. Edward Rickman 
W. Edward Rickman is the Director of 
Stewardship, U.S.A. with offices in Mechan-
icsburg, Pa. 
It must have been a rather traumatic 
experience for a young fellow to realize 
that, out of more than 5,000 people, he 
was apparently the only one who had 
brought his lunch. What was even more 
frightening was what to do with what he 
had brought. 
Here were 12 men walking through 
the crowd trying to find whatever food 
was available to feed all these people. 
And then here was a young lad who had 
five loaves of bread and two fish. Per-
haps he began to realize that he was 
about to be asked to give up what he 
had. What should he do? 
Now the first question that arises is 
why he had that much food when no one 
else was found who had any at all? We 
could speculate that perhaps he was a 
young entrepreneur. Here was a great 
opportunity to try to sell some of this 
food among the large crowd of hungry 
people. Or, it could be that he was on an 
errand to deliver that food somewhere 
and just got caught up in the crowd. Still 
more likely, it was his own provision for 
the day. 
And now, whatever the reason for his 
possession of this important commod-
ity, he was about to lose it. Perhaps he 
began to think how he could protect his 
possession. There was no place to hide 
it! His pockets were not large enough to 
hold it! There wasn't any way to escape! 
Could it be that he decided to "sit on it" ? 
Now that's an interesting picture from 
our perspective of the whole story. In his 
mind he was sitting on his own posses-
sion to protect it. From our perspective, 
he was "sitting on everyone's lunch." 
Could it be that we too are unknow-
ingly "sitting on everyone's lunch"? Con-
sider some of the important principles 
which come out of this story and then 
apply them to your "own lunch." 
Principle of ownership 
No one has ever needed to be taught 
the innate tendency to claim ownership 
of the resources we call ours. One of the 
first words a child learns in a social set-
ting is "mine." Whatever little hands lay 
claim to is "mine and you better not take 
it away from me." 
As this young lad did, we too must 
learn that what we think is ours is really 
God's. The greatest lesson we can learn 
is the principle of God's ownership and 
that when God asks us for our resources, 
he has every right to do so—he owns 
them! 
Principle of value 
Very, very few of us consider our-
selves wealthy. We rather consider our-
selves very limited in resources. The 
question probably uppermost in this 
young man's mind was, "What is Jesus 
going to do with my lunch in a crowd of 
people like this?" He soon learned the 
reality of the truism that "little is much 
when God is in it!" 
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served many years as a trustee and board member 
of the Mound Park congregation, Dallas Center, 
Iowa, where the funeral was held with Rev. Paul 
Eberhardand Rev. Millard Haldeman officiating. 
Interment was in the Brethren Cemetery. 
Simmons: Samuel Leroy Simmons, born Mar. 
15, 1915, son of Reuben E. and Elsie (Eshelman) 
Simmons, died June 26. Surviving are his wife. 
Marian; three children. Joyce Halter, Clara Flin-
chum, and Raymond; nine grandchildren; and 
three great-grandchildren. He was a member of 
the Mechanicsburg, Pa., congregation where the 
funeral was held with Rev. William K. Berry, Rev. 
Kenneth Hepner, and Rev. Simon Lehman offi-
ciat ing. In terment was in Trindle Springs 
Cemetery. 
Stead: Lome B. Stead, born May 14,1938, son 
of Gilbert and Rose Stead, died May 28. Preced-
ing him in death were two brothers, Nelson and 
Robert. Surviving are his wife. Shirley (Veinot); 
two sons. Bruce and David; two daughters, Deb-
bie Mings and Krista Stead; three grandchildren; 
two brothers, Wilbert and Arthur; and three sis-
ters, Grace Nuhn, Rosemarie Graff, and Joyce 
Vogel. He served in the Canadian Army, and then 
with Correctional Services until retirement. He 
was a member of the Westheights congregation, 
Ont., where the funeral service was held with Rev. 
David lllman and Rev. Michael Hannigan offi-
ciating. Interment was in Woodland Cemetery. 
Stone: Joshua Stone, son of Robert and Kay 
Stone, Hershey, Pa., was stillborn on June 22. 
Surviving with his parents are two sisters, Ashli 
and Valerie; three half brothers. Robert. Brian, 
and William; a paternal grandmother, Mary L. 
Stone; and maternal grandparents, Jesse and 
Madelyn Oldham. His parents are members of the 
Conoy congregation. Pa. Funeral arrangements 
were by Matinchek Funeral Home. 
Wagaman: Raymond E. Wagaman, born Apr. 
5,1899, son of Harry and Edna (Plum) Wagaman, 
died June 16. Preceding him in death was his wife. 
Velma (Heise). Surviving are a daughter, Irene 
Engle; 5 grandchildren, Beth Shelly, Dale W. 
Engle, Lucille Landis, Howard Engle, and Rebecca 
Garver; and 14 great-grandchildren. Raymond 
lived and farmed near Morrill, Kan., most of his 
life. Following retirement in 1977, he and Velma 
moved to Abilene. He had moved to Messiah 
Village following the death of his wife. Funeral 
services were held at the Martin-Becker-Carlson 
Funeral Home with Rev. Dale W. Engle and Rev. 
Henry Landis officiating. Memorial services were 
held at Messiah Village with Rev. Robert Lehman 
officiating. 
Wagner: Franklin G. Wagner, born July 7, 
1931, son of Edgar K. and Fannie E. Wagner, died 
Dec. 20, 1990. Preceding him in death was a 
daughter, Kendra. Surviving are his wife, Adella; 2 
sons, Franklin G., Jr., and Curry R.; 2 daughters, 
Erna K. O'Brien and Lethea L. Deveney; 13 
grandchildren; and 4 brothers, Edgar G., James 
G., David G„ and Richard G. Franklin was a 
self-employed dairy and poultry farmer, a former 
director and secretary of the Board of Eastern 
Milk Producers, a milk inspector and field repre-
sentative. He was a Dauphin Co. 4-H leader for 20 
years. He was a member of the Skyline View 
congregation. Pa., where the funeral was held with 
Rev. Ivan Redcay and Rev. John Reitz officiating. 
Interment was in Broadview Cemetery. 
Jesus declared the widow's "mite" 
more valuable than all the other gifts. 
Why? Because with God the principle of 
value is based on the willingness to give 
away "your lunch" and the proportion 
of your giving. In both cases, they gave 
little—but all! Consequently, the value 
was beyond measure. 
Principle of supply 
There are two obvious facets of the 
principle of supply. On the one hand, 
our Lord was and is committed to "feed-
ing the hungry." Consequently, Jesus 
asked for the available resources, re-
gardless of size and quantity, and made 
an adequate supply to meet the need. 
Secondly, God never fails to supply 
for those who "give their lunch away!" 
Here is an obvious case of giving your 
lunch away and eating it too! 
God will never allow those who are 
willing to give to be hungry while others 
are fed. He will supply all our needs— 
even when we give our resources away. 
Principle of participation 
"Surely somebody else will give up 
their lunch! Surely, there's another way 
to accomplish this unbelievable task!" 
No, God wants you to participate! He 
wants you to "give your lunch." He 
wants you to catch a vision of a hungry 
host of people and say "IH participate. 
Here's my lunch. Here's all I have!" 
Principle of multiplication 
When the willingness of people 
matches the willingness of God, the 
principle of multiplication is activated. 
A good friend of mine was once 
speaking in a youth camp when an offer-
ing was taken. A young lad who was 
obviously very poor and had no visible 
resources came forward and placed an 
old broken and well-chewed ballpoint 
pen in the offering basket with these 
despairing words, "It's all I have to 
give." The idea came that they would 
auction the pen with an explanation of 
who had given it and the spirit of the 
gift. 
The consequence was that the pen 
was not only auctioned once, but as 
those young people caught the spirit of 
this gift, it was sold and resold over and 
over again until the value was multiplied 
to well over $100.00 by the end of the 
camp. 
The principle of multiplication is in 
direct proportion to the spirit in which 
the gift was given, not the amount. Jesus 
multiplied the lunch more than 5,000 
times. 
Principle of celebration 
What a celebration it must have been 
for the young lad! 
He was full—there were leftover 12 
times as large as the gift—and he was 
happy! And it was all because he "gave 
away his lunch"! 
What a different story it would have 
been had he continued to "sit on every-
one's lunch"! 
God is willing and eager that the 
hungry be fed. He has provided willing 
workers to distribute the bread to the 
hungry. The only thing God lacks is 
willing people to "give away their lunch." 
Think about it! How many hungry 
people's lunch are you sitting on? 
Brethren in Christ ministries have 
been given to us to distribute the "bread 
to a hungry world." It's a worthy place 
to "give your lunch away"! 
Cooperative Ministries 
Receipts—Year to Date 
January 1 - June 30, 1991 
1991 1990 
Proportionate and 
Designated 1,415,262 1,399,167 
Congregational 1,328, 175 1,238,388 
Individual 87,007 160,779 
Direct Giving 188,397 170,560 
Congregational 106,047 99,988 
Individual 82,350 70,572 
Total to Date 1,603,659 1,569,727 
Total Budget 3,835,885 3,749,096 
Received to Date 41.8% 41.9% 
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reace A column for Christian peacemakers 
Weathering the Storm: Christian Paci-
fist Responses to War. A collection of 
essays by various authors. Newton, KS: 
Faith and Life Press, 1991. 167 pages. 
Reviewed by Harriet Bicksler. 
Usually, books like this one take a 
long time to produce. The religious 
press—particularly the small religious 
press often dependent on contributors 
with other responsibilities besides writ-
ing—is not known for its ability to 
quickly publish books on hot current 
topics like the secular press does. But, 
while not produced with the lightning 
speed that analyses of Saddam Hussein 
seemed to be during the height of the 
Persian Gulf Crisis, Weathering the 
Storm was put together in almost record 
time. This is no doubt a testimony to the 
urgency with which the contributors 
viewed the subject matter. 
The book contains 18 essays, discus-
sion questions, and a selected bibliog-
raphy. According to the flyleaf, it "offers 
guidance and encouragement, in the 
wake of the Persian Gulf War, for peo-
ple who choose nonviolent means of 
solving conflict. In this collection of 
essays, various authors reflect on ways 
to make peace in the home, in school, in 
the workplace, in churches, in the com-
munity, and in the world." 
The essays range from historical and 
biblical perspectives, to social and eco-
nomic analyses, to practical responses to 
the issues raised by war. A partial list of 
titles gives some idea of the scope of the 
book: 
• "What We Believe," by Helmut 
Harder (in which he describes a 
childhood encounter with Ernest 
Swalm, a former Brethren in 
Christ bishop in Canada who was 
imprisoned during World War I 
for refusing to join the army) 
• "Pacifism and Patriotism," by 
James Longacre 
• "War's Impact on the Poor," by 
Hubert Brown 
• "Mass Media and War," by Stuart 
Showalter (How does public opin-
ion influence the coverage of war? 
How much freedom should jour-
nalists have?" 
• "Peacemakers Confronted," by 
Robert Hull (When dissent is 
equated with treason, how do 
Christian peacemakers communi-
cate their convictions?) 
• "Crisis Care for Young Children," 
by Rosella Wiens Regier 
• "Empowering Teenagers for Peace-
makers," by Abe Bergen 
• "Five Congregations Respond to 
Conflict" (five pastors describe 
what their congregations did dur-
ing the conflicts of late 1990 and 
early 1991) 
• "When Faith Comes Under Fire," 
by Katie Funk Wiebe 
Weathering the Storm is a valuable 
contribution to the literature of Chris-
tian peacemaking. Obviously, not every-
one will agree with all of the perspectives 
in the book, but there is much there to be 
read, seriously considered, and discussed 
with other Christians. As we continue to 
try to make sense of the Persian Gulf 
War (especially in light of continuing 
conflict and hardship in the region), this 
book provides a good basis for a con-
gregational Sunday school elective on 
peacemaking. I commend it to you! 
The Way of Peace column is a project of 
the Board for Brotherhood Concerns. 
Position Available 
Lifeline Ministries Women's 
Shelter in San Francisco is seek-
ing a replacement for the posi-
tion of Director of Ministry. The 
posit ion is presently held by 
Luann Zercher who will be leav-
ing the San Francisco area by the 
first of 1992. Counseling as well 
as social services ski l ls are 
essential. Please send resume to 
Sheron Brunner, 424 Guerrero 
St., San Francisco, CA 94110 or 
call (415) 861-4820 for more 
information. 
"Even though I work in 
North America, I have 
been exposed to people 
and problems around 
the world and the work 
God calls us to do. I 
know I have 'sisters' and 
'brothers' in other 
count r ies . "— Jill Wiebe, 
administrative asst., Akron, Pa. 
In MCC, overseas workers 
are not the only ones who 
develop a "world view." If 
you wish to develop a "world 
view" while using your 
abilities in North America as 
an administrative assistant 
or secretary, contact MCC 
and ask for the Administrative 
assistant/Secretary Packet. 
c Mennonite Central Committee 
Mennonite Central 
Committee 
21 South 12th Street 
PO Box 500 
Akron, PA 17501-0500 
(717)859-1151 
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IMessiah College News 
Professor wins 
sermon competition 
Dr. Paul Nisly, Professor English at 
Messiah College, was recently announced 
as a winner in the fourth annual Best 
Sermons competition. Dr. Nisly's ser-
mon, entitled "Through Flood and Fire," 
is a stirring account of how to cope with 
suffering through the personal loss of his 
twenty-one-year-old daughter, who died 
Plan to visit 
campus Open House 
College bound high school juniors 
and seniors and their families are en-
couraged to plan a visit to Messiah's 
Grantham campus for an Open House 
Day this fall. 
Open House Days, covering all majors, 
will be held on Monday, October 14, 
and on Saturday, October 26. This pro-
gram, beginning with registration at 
9:00 a.m., includes a tour of the campus 
conducted by current Messiah students, 
an overview of college life by academic, 
student development, admissions and 
financial aid personnel, and a free lunch 
for all registered guests. 
Department Open Houses, for stu-
dents interested in certain areas of study, 
are on three dates. Monday, October 21, 
focuses on education and health, physi-
in a car accident near the Grantham 
Campus. 
James W. Cox, editor of Best Ser-
mons 4 (Harper San Francisco), an-
nounced the 18 winning sermons selected 
from more than 2,000 entries submitted 
from around the globe. One first place 
sermon in each of six categories (evange-
listic, expository, doctrinal/theological, 
ethical, pastoral, and devotional) was 
selected, along with two honorable men-
tion sermons per category. These 18 
homilies, along with 22 specially-com-
missioned sermons, have been published 
as Best Sermons 4. 
Chairman of the Language, Litera-
ture & Communication Department as 
well as associate pastor of Slate Hill 
Mennonite Church, Dr. Nisly holds two 
masters degrees and a Ph.D. from the 
University of Kansas. He has taught at 
Messiah College since 1972. 
Ministers Conference coming 
Don't forget to mark your calendar 
for the 27th annual Ministers Confer-
ence hosted by Messiah College on Feb-
ruary 17-19, 1992. Offered again this 
coming year will be a special workshop 
on Monday evening that will allow for 
an in-class experience with the main 
speakers. 
Watch for details in following issues 
of the Evangelical Visitor, and mark 
your calendars now for this special 
event. Remember to bring leaders from 
your congregation with you. 
cal education, and recreation depart-
ments. Friday, November 1, highlights 
the behavioral science, history and polit-
ical science, and Biblical and religious 
studies departments. And Friday, No-
vember 8, features the music, art, and 
theater and language, literature, and 
communication departments. Depart-
ment Open House Day programs are 
similar to the general Open House Day, 
except that the focus is only on majors 
offered by the departments represented. 
Churches are encouraged to sponsor 
youth group trips to the Open House 
programs. 
Contact Mr. Paul Morgan, Associate 
Director of Admissions (717) 691-6000 
for more information. 
Charlton Heston to kick off 
1991-1992 Lyceum 
Charlton Heston will headline the 
1991-1992 Messiah College Susquehanna 
Valley Lyceum. 
One of the most respected and honored 
actors in the world, Heston will open the 
series on Friday, October 18. His topic 
will be "The Pursuit of Excellence." 
Heston, who first drew Hollywood's 
attention with his performance in Julius 
Caesar, over the years has proven him-
self in a wide range of roles, from histor-
ical epics such as Ben Hur (for which he 
won the Oscar for Best Actor) and The 
Ten Commandments, to prime-time tel-
evision series such as "Dynasty II" and 
"The Colbys." Heston has also served as 
president of the Screen Actors Guild 
and as chairman of the American Film 
Institute. Today he remains active in live 
theatre, recently appearing to rave re-
views in London in a sequel to Mutiny 
on the Bounty. 
The program is held in Brubaker 
Auditorium, Eisenhower Campus Cen-
ter, and begins at 8:00 p.m. For ticket 
information, contact Messiah College, 
Susquehanna Valley Lyceum, Grantham, 
PA 17027, or (717) 691-6032. 
Correction 
The July "Messiah College News" 
incorrectly listed the high school from 
which Melissa Martin, one of the mem-
bers of the New Light summer music 
ministry team, graduated. She is a 1988 
graduate of Niagara Christian College, 
Fort Erie, Ontario. 
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"Phoebe's Journal 
Women and war 
The debate continues on whether 
women, now that they are an accepted 
and appreciated part of the United 
States military, should also be allowed 
in combat. One news report I recently 
heard seemed to suggest that women 
want to be able to choose whether to go 
into combat or not; if they choose not 
to, they would be assigned to some other 
non-combat role. Of course, as the 
reporter pointed out, men in the Armed 
Forces don't have the privilege of the 
same choice. 
That's only one of the interesting 
issues raised by the reality of women in 
the Armed Forces in significant num-
bers—and performing well, if the recent 
experience of the Persian Gulf War is 
any indication. It's obviously a logical 
consequence of the women's movement— 
a consequence which can be viewed as 
either good or bad depending on your 
point of view. As one who has sup-
ported many (although not all) aspects 
of the women's movement, I find myself 
caught in a bit of a dilemma. If I believe 
that women should have equal oppor-
tunities, then I should applaud their 
acceptance into the Armed Forces, and 
to some extent I do, simply on principle. 
But I'm also saddened because I would 
have hoped that instead of joining men 
in the pursuit of war, women could have 
led the way down a different path. 
Last fall, during the height of the 
deployment of military personnel to the 
Persian Gulf, there was frequent heart-
wrenching news footage of mothers say-
ing goodbye to their children. Jane Pau-
ley's "Real Life" television show fol-
lowed over several weeks the progress of 
one family whose wife and mother was 
sent to the Persian Gulf. I remember one 
particularly touching photo which ap-
peared on the cover of Time magazine 
of an army mother clutching her new-
born baby shortly before leaving for the 
Gulf. Much was made of this new phe-
nomenon of women going off to war 
(even though they weren't going into 
combat). 
What I couldn't help wondering was 
why, all of a sudden, we made such a big 
deal of a parent going off to war. If it 
was difficult for us to fathom how a 
child could manage without a mother, 
why has it not been equally difficult to 
fathom down through the ages how a 
child can manage without a father? I 
know that it has always been hard to say 
goodbye to a son or husband or father 
going to war, but at the same time, most 
people seem to accept that as part of life. 
This war meant saying goodbye to 
women too. To my knowledge, instead 
of using that as an opportunity to ques-
tion the whole business of war in the first 
place (since war has always disrupted 
families, and worse), most people focused 
on the changes brought about by the 
presence of women in the military. This 
was just one more example of how the 
arena for discussion was circumscribed 
during this war, and how it was difficult 
to raise issues different from the prevail-
ing point of view. 
As a woman, I am grateful that I can 
choose any career for which I am gifted 
The Back Page 
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evangelization of the world. Personal 
evangelism begins with one's concern 
for family and friends. Each individual 
carries a responsibility to witness. This 
can be done best by using the vocation 
and location of each Christian. Personal 
evangelism begins with me. 
Additionally, congregations have a 
"community" in which witness takes 
place and this body must corporately 
accept such a challenge. Not to evange-
lize usually results in stagnation, critical 
attitudes, and often the demise of the 
congregation. The local church bears 
significant responsibility to witness in 
and to its community. 
Evangelism is a prime concern for 
every regional conference as it gives 
leadership to conversion growth both in 
established churches and new church 
plantings. Every conference faces a tre-
mendous challenge to motivate congre-
gations for effective outreach. 
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General Conference assists the evan-
gelistic thrust in numerous ways. First, it 
is a common, coordinating focus. Every 
general board should grasp the signifi-
cance of its role in contributing to evan-
gelism. While a board's primary thrust 
may appear to be more focused in a 
different direction, our General Confer-
ence Statement of Purpose constantly 
points us to evangelism as a primary 
involvement of every board. 
Second, the General Conference Board 
for Evangelism and Church Planting 
(BECP) plays a valuable role in helping 
the bishops and the regional conferences 
assess evangelism needs in Canada and 
the United States. Looking at the op-
portunities across North America, the 
BECP becomes the instrument to coor-
dinate and resource funds and personnel. 
Finally, individual churches and re-
gional conferences are not in a position 
to launch and maintain overseas mis-
sions. The Board for World Missions 
becomes our vehicle for a united thrust 
into the world. Without the strong 
moral, prayer, and financial support of 
individuals, congregations, and regional 
conferences, we could not carry out this 
part of the Brethren in Christ mission. 
Interdependence in evangelism means 
that individuals, congregations, regions, 
and General Conference have unique 
roles to fill while working together to be 
a faithful people of God. We need each 
other. We cannot "go it alone." We are 
interdependent. 
Other aspects of church life such as 
administration and the funding of our 
programs through Cooperative Minis-
tries are equally interdependent. Our 
Statement of Purpose can be accom-
plished most effectively when each part 
of the body cooperates with the whole. 
Thank God, we are comprised of indi-
viduals, congregations, regional confer-
ences, and general conference. 
In some ways neither the world nor 
the church has changed much in the last 
century. Now, as then, we tend to de-
spair over the spirit of independence. 
However, God offers us a new day, a 
new opportunity. Why not seize it and 
effectively work together for the glory of 
God as we accomplish our denomina-
tional mission? 
Evangelical Visitor 
and /o r qualified. For some women, that 
choice will be a military career, and they 
should have that option. But 1 really 
hope that some of the stereotypically 
feminine qualities of peacemaking and 
nurturing will emerge in those women 
and others, enough so that the ways of 
war will be seriously and effectively 
challenged. 
Actually, when it comes right down to 
it, the kind of qualities that I would like 
to see women bring to the discussion of 
war-making are ones that all Christians— 
no matter what their gender or nationali-
ty—ought to exhibit. In Ephesians 4:32, 
Paul calls us to "be kind to one another, 
tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as 
God in Christ has forgiven you." Is it too 
much to ask that we apply those quali-
ties not only to our interpersonal rela-
tionships but also to our dealings with 
enemies from other nations as well? 
Phoebe 
(Respond 
Having received the June 1991 issue 
of the Visitor and not seeing any letters 
expressing my views, I feel compelled to 
write and comment on two columns in 
the May issue of this year. Ken Letner's 
article,"Responding to Leadership"and 
John K. Stoner's "Crashed Course in 
Christian Nonviolence'" represented wide-
ly divergent points of view in the church 
today. I shall leave it to each of your 
readers to examine the points of diver-
gence between those two articles for 
themselves. 
While I praise Mr. Stoner's coura-
geous testimony in opposition to war, I 
must take issue with Mr. Letner's seem-
ing endorsement of an unquestioning 
attitude towards leadership. 
Mr. Letner seems to equate criticism 
of leadership with rebellion, and rebel-
lion with "witchcraft and the worship of 
idols." Though I understand his concern 
about the politically motivated vituper-
ous attacks on leadership with which we 
are all familiar, I am troubled with his 
concern that our "anabaptist emphasis 
on community [may be hindering] a 
submissive response to authority." 
Authority is never to be submitted to 
simply because it is authority. Indeed it 
is to be evaluated in our own moral 
terms. We ought never sublimate our 
own sense of right and wrong simply 
because the wrong comes down from on 
high. The tradition of the Anabaptists is 
rooted in this sort of questioning, as is 
all Protestantism. 
Pastor Letner's suggestion that lead-
ership is divinely placed and therefore 
beyond reproach is frightening. Surely 
all our leaders must succeed and survive 
on the merits of their record and not the 
mere fact of their office. All our hearts 
and minds are their judge. There is no 
room for a chair of Saint Peter in the 
Brethren in Christ Church. 
I instead endorse Mr. Stoner's chal-
lenge to follow the biblical tradition of 
non-violence and "overcome evil with 
good." Surely this is an active and not a 
submissive duty. While the issues em-
braced by the two articles are different, 
the question posed by both is the same: 
How are we to respond to what we per-
ceive as wrong? For me it is to resist and 
to challenge, regardless of from where 
the wrong has come. 
Jesus said that we should render unto 
Caesar what is Caesar's and unto God 
what is God's. I do not take that to mean 
that the two are mutually exclusive. To 
submit without question to the leader-
ship of the church, or the country, is to 
exalt leadership to the point of the abdi-
cation of God. 
Herbert M. Crystle 
Carlisle, Pa. 
Disrespect may, unfortunately, be con-
temporary; but it is not very Christian. 
Phoebe (June 1991) would do well to 
evaluate why she is out of step. 
Our forebears were out of step with 
others only when Jesus' truth was com-
pelling, not as Phoebe says because of 
her desire to "have one's own version 
validated." 
I remember when our peace position 
or "separateness" included respect and 
esteem for those in authority in govern-
ment. I remember family prayers which 
usually included the president, the gov-
ernor and "all those in authority." That 
happens to be scriptural. In fact, the 
consequences of not doing so are equal-
ly clear. The circumstances in which we 
are living a "godly and peaceable life" 
are quite complex. In some places they 
are very hard. Could it have any connec-
tion with how disrespectful and obnox-
ious some Christians have become? I 
might even add how socially inept? 
Esther Snyder 
Columbia, Pa. 
"Wicked men and imposters will go 
from bad to worse, deceiving and lead-
ing others astray and being deceived and 
led astray themselves" (2 Cor. 3:13). 
Many "scholars" prior to Lucille Wol-
gemuth and her ". . . free . . . " arti-
cle (June Visitor) have upheld the "true" 
principle(s) of 1 Corinthians 11. You 
have a good magazine that represents 
much time and effort, but one rotten egg 
spoils the omelet, and we would like to 
have our name removed from your mail-
ing list. Thank you. 
Mrs. A. B. 
Pennsylvania 
I understand the rotten egg-omelet 
metaphor (my most recent experience 
was a bad-tasting cherry tomato in a 
tossed salad). But cancelling one's sub-
scription to a "good magazine " (as the 
reader put it) because of one "Dialogue " 
article seems to me more like tossing out 
the skillet and stove along with the 
omelet, (the editor) 
Contributions 
invited for Dialogue 
and Readers Respond 
Persons contributing to Readers Re-
spond (letters to the editor) are encour-
aged to be concise, Letters may be short-
ened. All letters must be signed. Occas-
sionally we may decide to withhold 
names due to special circumstances. 
Longer contributions are welcomed 
for Dialogue, a forum for readers to 
express their opinions on a broad range 
of topics relevant to the mission of the 
church and to living the Christian life. 
Since each article or letter represents 
the view of the writer, they do not 
necessarily reflect the official position 
of the Brethren in Christ Church. 
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Qnesims 
My dear friend and apostle Paul, 
Why did you change your name from Saul, 
After your great Damascus fall? 
Did you feel the load of shame 
Connected with your Hebrew name 
And want to prove you weren't the same? 
What were the thoughts filling your mind 
Those three days you sat stone-blind, 
Seeing only the Light that had shined? 
What was it like—were you full of fear 
When the holy presence drew so near? 
What secrets from God did you hear? 
What were your memories of Stephen's stoning 
With you at the coat-check counter, condoning? 
In your sleep could you hear his moaning? 
Was a martyr's death the very last straw 
That caused your frozen heart to thaw? 
In Stephen's face was it Jesus you saw? 
Tell me, Paul, were you quite amused 
At the shocked expressions of the Jews 
When you—of all people—preached Good News? 
Another question—I must ask it— 
What was it like riding that basket 
Down from the wall—did your nerves blow a gasket? 
What did you do in those early days? 
Were you walking in a daze? 
Was it hard to shake the old ways? 
What was it like, your old image shed, 
Your presence now bringing hatred, not dread, 
No longer the hunter but the hunted instead? 
How did you cope on those missionary trips— 
Dangers on foot, on horseback, on ships— 
Suffering pain from the stones and the whips? 
How bright your vision to walk that road! 
How strong your faith to carry the load! 
How much of Christ your actions showed! 
Mister missionary and apostle, 
How could you remain so docile 
When the churches called you a fossil, 
Saying, "His teachings are out of date 
And we don't need them at any rate"— 
How could you not retaliate? 
And all those years you spent in jail 
With no one to make your bail, 
How did your trust in God not fail? 
"Content in every state" you said, 
"Rich or bankrupt, famished or fed, 
I am Christ's, alive or dead." 
And those amazing letters you'd write, 
Full of power, love, and light, 
Stars of truth against the night. 
Could you feel the Spirit's fire, 
Hear him singing like a choir 
Through each phrase that he'd inspire? 
I hope my persistent questions 
Do not give you indigestion. 
I'm just looking for suggestions 
That will help me climb life's hill, 
Find, as you have found, the thrill 
Of surrender to God's will. 
And now you shiver in your chains, 
Knowing little time remains, 
Tired, old body racked with pains. 
Your fight's done, you've finished your race, 
You're headed for a better place. 
Like Stephen, you can glimpse Christ's face. 
Once the raging dragon, Saul, 
Now through Christ, the love slave, Paul; 
Oh, the wonder of it all! 
Your life teaches all the rest of us 
Satan needn't get the best of us. 
My deepest thanks! 
Your Friend, Onesimus 
Pontius' 
Puddle 
Bullet ins and newsletters reprint-
ing "Pon t ius Pudd le" f r o m the 
Visitor must pay $10 for each 
use to Joe l Kau f fmann . 111 
Car ter Road. Goshen . IN 46526 
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Swimming upstream 
by Harvey R. Sider 
What does Quest for Piety and Obe-
dience by Carlton Wittlinger have in 
common with Megatrends 2000 by John 
Naisbett? Superficially, not much! How-
ever, as we reflect on the philosophical 
concepts of individualism, independence, 
and decentralization as articulated by 
Naisbett, all too often we see the same 
spirit that is in the world at work in the 
church. 
I was intrigued to discover that 85 
years ago General Conference (1906) 
"expressed despair because many of its 
rulings were 'more or less ignored 
throughout the brotherhood' " (Quest 
for Piety, page 90). At stake were the 
independent attitudes and actions of 
persons and congregations across the 
denomination who wanted the freedom 
to "do their own thing" in spite of the 
directives of General Conference. Should 
we be surprised that nearly a century 
later we still hear individuals express 
this attitude toward their pastor and 
local church? Sometimes congregations 
indicate the same independence toward 
regional conference actions, and regional 
conference shares the same attitude 
about General Conference. Yes, in our 
Western culture, God's people struggle 
to understand how interdependence 
should be applied at all levels of church 
life. 
In a world driven by "me-ism" (self-
ishness), we should not be surprised 
when individuals, ethnic groups, or 
countries clamor for autonomy. But for 
God's people who are united in Christ, 
interdependence is to be the norm. 
Christians must determine to resist the 
strong influence of the surrounding world 
view. 
It is easy to excuse the drift toward 
individualism and localism. Such "isms" 
may arise out of natural circumstances: 
where one lives, the concentration of 
church people, peer pressure, etc. We 
succumb to the mindset that these are 
merely part of our cultural context. 
Such a simple answer allows us to salve 
our conscience, enabling a continuous 
slide toward more autonomy, the origi-
nal sin committed by our first parents. 
On the other hand, both the teaching 
and modelling of Christ point to a much 
broader understanding of the people of 
God. As Brethren in Christ, we seek to 
discover how we can live in a culture 
soaked in the spirit of independence 
without bowing to such a god. Chris-
tians are supranational and interde-
pendent at all levels. 
Everyone recognizes that some things 
can be done better at the personal, local, 
or regional level than through General 
Conference. These we ought to bless and 
encourage. There are other ministries 
which are better accomplished together. 
Discovering the difference requires face-
to-face dialogue. Interdependence is de-
pendent on adequate communication 
with the right people and with the entire 
body as represented in General Confer-
ence. Talking only with those who see 
"my point of view" will not help me 
understand a different perspective. 
Mutual discussion is an honest at-
tempt to hear other perspectives and to 
"speak the truth in love." The develop-
ment of a holistic perspective evolves 
out of true dialogue. We engage in 
communication to effectively serve 
Christ and others rather than our own 
self-interests. Our goal is to be as effec-
tive as possible in serving Christ. No 
wonder it becomes extremely important 
to gain a mutual understanding of what 
the individual, the local church, the 
region, and General Conference can do 
most effectively. Let's begin that dia-
logue by using evangelism as a specific 
illustration of the need for personal, 
congregational, regional, and General 
Conference action to reach the lost. 
The Brethren in Christ Statement of 
Purpose has been re-shaped over many 
decades. For example, the opening state-
ment in the 1916 Brethren in Christ 
Manual reads, "The Brethren in Christ 
are an organized and an incorporated 
body of believers in Jesus Christ, stand-
ing for the purity and simplicity of the 
Word of God and the dissemination of 
the Gospel of Christ throughout home 
and foreign lands till Jesus comes in 
final triumph." Our present Statement 
reads, "The purpose of the Brethren in 
Christ Church is to foster a fellowship of 
believers whose objective is to worship 
and obey the triune God and to pro-
claim his gospel to all people" (MDG, 
page 7, 1988). The parallel concept in 
both statements is evangelism. Both 
were fashioned and endorsed by repre-
sentatives from every congregation. 
Evangelism has been a primary man-
date of the Brethren in Christ during this 
century. 
How do we apply this part of our 
purpose to the principle of interdepen-
dence? 
First, the body of believers gathered 
at General Conference has spoken loudly 
by emphasizing evangelism in the 1916 
and 1988 manuals, as well as the state-
ments in between those decades. Bring-
ing sinners to Christ is a task we must be 
about. We need each other to be stirred 
up to proclaim the good news and to 
hold each other accountable for the 
continued on page 28 
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